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WordPress For Dummies, 2nd Edition
WordPress has been a huge part of the blogging boom. Today, it’s the most
popular blogging platform for personal, business, and corporate bloggers
alike.
To a brand-new user, some aspects of WordPress can seem a little bit intimidating. After you take a look under the hood, however, you begin to realize
how intuitive, friendly, and extensible the software is.
This book presents an in-depth look at two popular versions of WordPress:
✓ The hosted version available at WordPress.com
✓ The self-hosted version available at WordPress.org
The book also covers managing and maintaining your WordPress blog
through the use of WordPress plugins and themes.
If you’re interested in taking a detailed look at the blogging and Web site services provided by WordPress, you happen to have just the right book in your
hands.

About This Book
This book covers all the important aspects of WordPress that new users need
to know to begin using the software for their own blog (or blogs). I cover
the two most popular versions of WordPress, highlighting all the important
topics, such as these:
✓ Setting up and using a hosted blog at WordPress.com
✓ Locating good hosting services for the self-hosted version of the software (available at WordPress.org)
✓ Installing and setting up the WordPress.org software
✓ Navigating the Administration panels of both the hosted and self-hosted
versions of WordPress
✓ Adding media files to your blog
✓ Finding and installing free themes to use in your WordPress blog
✓ Using basic coding to design your own WordPress theme or modify the
one you’re using
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✓ Using templates and tags in WordPress
✓ Installing, activating, and managing WordPress plugins
✓ Discovering the potential pitfalls associated with each version
✓ Understanding the challenges you face when running a WordPress–
powered site, such as dodging comment and trackback spam
✓ Exploring RSS feed syndication
✓ Migrating your existing blog to WordPress (if you are using a different
blogging platform, such as Blogspot, Movable Type, or TypePad)
✓ Discovering the power of WordPress as a Content Management System
(CMS) to create a full Web site, not just a blog
✓ Finding support, tips, and resources for using the WordPress software
With WordPress, you can truly tailor a blog to your own tastes and needs. All
the tools are out there. Some of them are packaged with the WordPress software; others are third-party plugins and add-ons created by members of the
WordPress user community. It takes a little research, knowledge, and time on
your part to put together a blog that suits your needs and gives your readers
an exciting experience that keeps them coming back for more.

Conventions Used in This Book
Throughout the book, I apply the following typography conventions to guide
you through some of the information I present:
✓ When I ask you to type something, the text that you’re supposed to type
is in bold.
✓ When I suggest a keyword that you may want to enter in a search engine,
that term appears in italics.
✓ Text that appears in this special font is certain to be a URL (Web
address), e-mail address, filename, folder name, or code.
✓ When I use a term that I think you may not be familiar with, I apply
italics to that term to let you know that I’m defining it.
✓ In some instances, I give you a basic idea of what a Web address or
block of code looks like. When the text that you see may be different,
depending on your settings and preferences, I apply italics to that text.
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What You Are Not to Read
Don’t read supermarket tabloids. They’re certain to rot your brain.
This book covers the details of how to set up, use, and maintain the software
for WordPress.com and WordPress.org. I don’t intend for you to read this
book from cover to cover (unless you’re my mother — then I won’t forgive
you if you don’t). Rather, hit the Table of Contents and the Index of this book
to find the information you need.
If you never intend to run a hosted WordPress blog on your own Web server,
you can skip Chapters 6, 7, and 8.
If you have no interest in setting up a hosted blog at WordPress.com, skip
Chapters 3, 4, and 5.
If you aren’t interested in digging into the code of a WordPress template, and
don’t want to find out how to apply CSS or HTML to enhance your design,
you can skip Part V of this book, which contains Chapters 12, 13, 14, and 15.
Long story short: Take what you need, and leave the rest.

Foolish Assumptions
I’ll never know what assumptions you’ve made about me at this point, but I
can tell you a few things that I already assume about you:
✓ You know what a computer is. You can turn it on, and you understand
that if you spill coffee on your keyboard, you’ll have to run out and get a
replacement.
✓ You understand how to hook yourself into the Internet and know the
basics of using a Web browser to surf Web sites and blogs.
✓ You have a basic understanding of what blogs are, and you’re interested
in using WordPress to start your own blog. Or you already have a blog,
are already using WordPress, and want to understand the program
better so that you can do more cool stuff and stop bugging your geeky
best friend whenever you have a question about something. Or, even
better, you already have a blog on another blogging platform and want
to move your blog to WordPress.
✓ You know what e-mail is. You know what an e-mail address is. You actually have an e-mail address, and you send and receive e-mail on a semiregular basis.
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If, when you approach your computer, you break out into a cold sweat, looking similar to a deer caught in headlights, and say to yourself, “Here goes
nothing!” before you even sit down in front of your monitor, you may want to
brush up on your basic computer skills before you begin this book.

How This Book Is Organized
This book is made up of six parts that introduce you to the WordPress
platform, including detailed information on two very popular versions of
WordPress: the hosted version of WordPress.com and the self-hosted version of WordPress.org. Also included is detailed information on WordPress
themes and templates.

Part I: Introducing WordPress
The first part gives you an overview of WordPress and the advantages of
making it your blogging platform. You might think of WordPress as coming
in three “flavors”: vanilla (WordPress.com hosted solution), chocolate
(WordPress.org self-hosted solution), and Neapolitan (WordPress MU, the
multiuser solution). In this part, you also discover some of the fun aspects
of blogging, such as RSS feed syndication and reader interaction through
comments.

Part II: Using the WordPress
Hosted Service
Part II takes you through signing up with the hosted service for a blog. You
tour the Administration panel, explore writing and managing your blog, find
out how to change the various themes available in this version, and discover
how to enhance your blog and widgets.

Part III: Self-Hosting with WordPress.org
Part III explores the single-user version of the WordPress software available
at WordPress.org. You install this software on your own hosted Web server,
so I give you valuable information about domain registration, Web hosting
providers, and a few of the basic tools (such as FTP) that you need to install
to set up a WordPress blog. I also familiarize you with the Administration
panel, where you personalize your blog and explore many of the settings that
you need to manage and maintain your WordPress–powered blog.
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Part IV: Flexing and Extending WordPress
This part shows you how to add images to your pages, including how to
create a photo gallery on your site.
This part also reveals how to find, install, and use various WordPress plugins to extend the functionality of your blog. It also steps into the world of
WordPress themes, showing you where to find free themes, install them, and
use them.

Part V: Customizing WordPress
Part V takes an in-depth look at the structure of a WordPress theme by taking
you through each of the templates and explaining the template tags each
step of the way. You find information on basic CSS and HTML that helps you
tweak the free theme that you are using or even create your own theme.
This part also looks at the use of WordPress as a Content Management
System (CMS) to power a full-blown Web site as well as a blog.
If the topics covered in this part of the book aren’t ones you’re interested
in getting involved with yourself, the last chapter of this part talks about
bringing in the professionals — the consultants who can help you achieve a
custom-designed blog, as well as assist you with search engine optimization.

Part VI: The Part of Tens
The Part of Tens is in every For Dummies book that you will ever pick up. This
part introduces ten Web sites that have really stretched the functionality of
WordPress through plugins and themes. This part also shows you ten popular
free WordPress themes that you can use to create a nice, clean look for your
blog. Further, in this part you discover ten great WordPress plugins that you
can use to provide your visitors (and yourself) some great functionality.

Icons Used in This Book
Icons are those little pictures in the margins of the book that emphasize a
point to remember, a danger to be aware of, or information that I think you
may find helpful. Those points are illustrated as such:
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Chapter 1: What WordPress Can Do for You

The origins of WordPress
Once upon a time, there was a simple, PHPbased blogging platform called b2. This software, developed in 2001, slowly gained a bit of
popularity among geek types as a way to publish
content on the Internet. Its developer, Michel
Valdrighi, kept development active until early
2003, when users of the software noticed that
Valdrighi seemed to have disappeared. They
became a little concerned about b2’s future.
Somewhere deep in the heart of Texas, one
young man in particular was very concerned,
because b2 was his software of choice for publishing his own content on the World Wide Web.
He didn’t want to see his favorite publishing tool
go to waste or to face a tough decision about
moving on to something new and unknown.
You can view the original post to his own blog
in which he wondered what to do (http://
ma.tt/2003/01/the-bloggingsoftware-dilemma).

In that post, he talked briefly about some of the
other software that was available at the time,
and he tossed around the idea of using the b2
software to “to create a fork, integrating all the
cool stuff that Michel would be working on right
now if only he was around.”
Create a fork, he did. In the absence of b2’s
developer, this young man developed from the
original b2 code base a brand-new blogging
application called WordPress.
That blog post was made on January 24,
2003, and the young man’s name was (and is)
Matt Mullenweg. On December 26, 2003, with
the assistance of a few other developers,
Mullenweg announced the arrival of the first
official version of the WordPress software. The
rest, as they say, is history. The history of this
particular piece of software surely is one for the
books, as it is the most popular blogging platform available today.

Don’t worry if you’re not a member of the WordPress community. Joining
is easy: Simply start your own blog by using one of the three WordPress
software options. If you’re already blogging on a different platform, such as
Blogspot or Movable Type, WordPress makes it simple for you to migrate
your current data from that platform to a new WordPress setup. (See the
appendix for information about moving your existing blog to WordPress.)

Choosing a WordPress Platform
Among the realities of running a blog today is choosing among the veritable
feast of software platforms to find the one that will perform the way you need
it to. You want to be sure that the platform you choose has all the options
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you’re looking for. WordPress is unique in that it offers three versions of its
software. Each version is designed to meet the various needs of bloggers.
The three different versions of WordPress are the following:
✓ The hosted version at WordPress.com. (Part II of this book focuses on
this version.)
✓ The self-installed and self-hosted version available at WordPress.org.
(Part III focuses on this version.)
✓ The multiuser version, WordPress MU, available at http://
mu.wordpress.org.
Certain features are available to you in every WordPress blog setup, whether
you’re using the software from WordPress.org, the hosted version at
WordPress.com, or the multiuser version of WordPress MU. These features
include but aren’t limited to the following:
✓ Quick-and-easy installation and setup
✓ Full-featured blogging capability, letting you publish content to the Web
through an easy-to-use Web-based interface
✓ Topical archiving of your posts, using categories
✓ Monthly archiving of your posts, with the ability to provide a listing of
those archives for easy navigation through your site.
✓ Comment and trackback tools
✓ Automatic spam protection through Akismet
✓ Built-in gallery integration for photos and images
✓ Media Manager for video and audio files
✓ Great community support
✓ Unlimited number of static pages, letting you step out of the blog box
and into the sphere of running a fully functional Web site
✓ RSS capability with RSS 2.0, RSS 1.0, and Atom support
✓ Tools for importing content from different blogging systems (such as
Blogger, Movable Type, and LiveJournal)
Table 1-1 compares the three WordPress versions.
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Table 1-1

Exploring the Differences among the
Three Versions of WordPress

Feature

WordPress.org

WordPress.com

WordPress MU

Cost

Free

Free

Free

Software
download

Yes

No

Yes

Software
installation

Yes

No

Yes

Web hosting
required

Yes

No

Yes

Custom CSS
control

Yes

$15/year

Yes — for the MU
administrator, not
for the end user

Template access

Yes

No

Yes — for the MU
administrator, not
for the end user

Sidebar widgets

Yes

Yes

Yes

RSS syndication

Yes

Yes

Yes

Access to
core code

Yes

No

Yes — for the MU
administrator, not
for the end user

Ability to install
plugins

Yes

No

Yes

WP themes
installation

Yes

No

Yes

Multiauthor
support

Yes

Yes

Yes

Unlimited number
of blog setups
with one account

No

Yes

Yes

Community-based
support forums

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Choosing the hosted version
from WordPress.com
WordPress.com is a free service. If downloading, installing, and using software on a Web server sound like Greek to you — and are things you’d rather
avoid — the WordPress folks provide a solution for you at WordPress.com.
WordPress.com is a hosted solution, which means it has no software
requirement, no downloads, and no installation or server configurations.
Everything’s done for you on the back end, behind the scenes. You don’t
even have to worry about how the process happens; it happens quickly, and
before you know it, you’re making your first blog post using a WordPress.
com blog solution.
WordPress.com has some limitations. You can’t install plugins or custom
themes, for example, and you can’t customize the base code files. But even
with its limitations, WordPress.com is an excellent starting point if you’re
brand new to blogging and a little intimidated by the configuration requirements of the self-installed WordPress.org software.
The good news is this: If you outgrow your WordPress.com hosted blog in the
future and want to make a move to the self-hosted WordPress.org software,
you can. You can even take all the content from your WordPress.com-hosted
blog with you and easily import it into your new setup with the WordPress.
org software.
So in the grand scheme of things, you’re really not that limited.

Self-hosting with WordPress.org
The self-installed version from WordPress.org (covered in Part III) requires
you to download the software from the WordPress Web site and install it on a
Web server. Unless you own your own Web server, you need to lease one —
or lease space on one.
Using a Web server is typically referred to as Web hosting, and unless you
know someone who knows someone, hosting generally isn’t free. That being
said, Web hosting doesn’t cost a whole lot, either. You can usually obtain a
good Web hosting service for anywhere from $5 to $10 per month. (Chapter
6 gives you the important details you need to know about obtaining a Web
host.) You need to make sure, however, that any Web host you choose to
work with has the required software installed on the Web server. Currently,
the minimum software requirements for WordPress include

www.it-ebooks.info

Chapter 1: What WordPress Can Do for You
✓ PHP version 4.3 or greater
✓ MySQL version 4.0 or greater
After you have WordPress installed on your Web server (see the installation instructions in Chapter 6), you can start using it to blog to your heart’s
content. With the WordPress software, you can install several plugins that
extend the functionality of the blogging system, as I describe in Chapter 10.
You also have full control of the core files and code that WordPress is built
on. So if you have a knack for PHP and knowledge of MySQL, you can work
within the code to make changes that you think would be good for you and
your blog.
You don’t need design ability to make your blog look great. Members of the
WordPress community have created more than 1,600 WordPress themes
(designs), and you can download them for free and install them on your
WordPress blog (see Chapter 11). Additionally, if you’re creatively inclined,
like to create designs on your own, and know Cascading Style Sheets (CSS),
you have full access to the template system within WordPress and can create
your own custom themes (see Chapters 12 and 13).

Running a network of blogs
with WordPress MU
Although the WordPress.com hosted service runs on the WordPress MU
software, and the end-user configuration settings are very similar, setting up,
administering, and managing this version of WordPress differ a great deal
from the same processes in the WordPress.com or WordPress.org versions.
WordPress MU lets you run thousands of blogs on one installation of its
software platform, on one domain. Its biggest claim to fame, of course, is the
hosted version of WordPress.com, which uses the MU platform to run more
than 1 million blogs and climbing.
When you install and use WordPress MU, you become administrator of a network of blogs. The administration interface for WordPress MU differs from
WordPress.com and the software from WordPress.org, in that you’re configuring options and settings for your blog as well as for multiple blogs across
your network.
WordPress MU does everything the original software from WordPress.org
does, so you can provide bloggers all the functionality that WordPress users
have come to expect and enjoy.
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WordPress MU isn’t meant for the casual user or beginner. It’s also not meant
for bloggers who want to run five to ten of their own blogs on one domain.
Who is it meant for, then?
✓ Blog networks (such as Edublogs.org) that currently have more than 150
blogs.
✓ Newspapers and magazines, such as The New York Times, and universities such as Harvard Law School that currently use WordPress MU to
manage the blog sections of their Web sites.
✓ Niche-specific blog networks, such as Edublogs.org, that use WordPress
MU to manage their full networks of free blogs for teachers, educators,
lecturers, librarians, and other education professionals.
If you’re interested in that software, check out more details at the WordPress
MU Web site at http://mu.wordpress.org.
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✓ Personal: This type of blogger creates a blog as a personal journal or
diary. You’re considered to be a personal blogger if you use your blog
mainly to discuss topics that are personal to you or your life — your
family, your cats, your children, or your interests (for example, technology, politics, sports, art, or photography). My own blog, which you’ll
find at http://justagirlintheworld.com, is an example of a personal blog.
✓ Business: This type of blogger uses the power of blogs to promote her
company’s business services and/or products on the Internet. Blogs
are very effective tools for promotion and marketing, and these blogs
usually offer helpful information to readers and consumers, such as ad
tips and product reviews. Business blogs also let readers provide feedback and ideas, which can help a company improve its services. Search
engines (such as Google, Yahoo!, and MSN) really like Web sites that
are updated on a regular basis, and using a blog for your business lets
you update your Web site regularly with content and information that
your readers and consumers may find helpful. At the same time, you can
increase your company’s exposure in the search engines by giving the
search engines a lot of content to sift through and include in the search
results. A good example of this is a company called ServerBeach —
it keeps a blog on the hosted WordPress.com service at http://
serverbeach.wordpress.com.
✓ Media/journalism: More and more popular news outlets such as Fox
News, MSNBC, and CNN are adding blogs to their Web sites to provide
information on current events, politics, and news on a regional, national,
and international level. These news organizations often have editorial
bloggers as well. Editorial cartoonist Daryl Cagle, for example, maintains
a blog on MSNBC’s Web site at http://cagle.msnbc.com/news/
blog, where he discusses his cartoons and the feedback he receives
from readers.
✓ Citizen journalism: At one time, I might have put these bloggers in the
Personal category, but blogs have really opened opportunities for average citizens to have a great effect on the analysis and dissemination of
news and information on a national and international level. The emergence of citizen journalism coincided with the swing from old media to
new media. In old media, the journalists and news organizations direct
the conversation about news topics.
With the popularity of blogs and the millions of bloggers who exploded
onto the Internet, old media felt a change in the wind. Average citizens,
using the power of their voices on blogs, changed the direction of the
conversation, with many of these bloggers fact-checking news stories
and exposing inconsistencies, with the intention of keeping the media
or local politicians in check. Many of these bloggers are interviewed
on major cable news programs as the mainstream media recognize the

www.it-ebooks.info

www.it-ebooks.info

www.it-ebooks.info

www.it-ebooks.info

www.it-ebooks.info

www.it-ebooks.info

28

Part I: Introducing WordPress

Table 2-1 (continued)
Reader

Source

Description

Google
Reader

http://
google.com/
reader

This free online service is provided by
Internet search giant Google. With Google
Reader, you can keep up with your favorite
blogs and Web sites that have syndicated
(RSS) content. You have no software to
download or install to use this service, but
you need to sign up for an account with
Google.

FeedDemon

http://feed
demon.com

This is a free service that requires you to
download the RSS reader application to
your own computer.

For your blog readers to stay updated with the latest and greatest content you
post to your site, they need to subscribe to your RSS feed. Most blogging platforms allow the RSS feeds to be autodiscovered by the various feed readers —
meaning that the reader needs only to enter your site’s URL, and the program
will automatically find your RSS feed.
Most browser systems today alert visitors to the RSS feed on your site by displaying the universally recognized orange RSS feed icon, shown in the margin.
WordPress has built-in RSS feeds in several formats. Because the feeds are
built into the software platform, you don’t need to do anything to provide
your readers an RSS feed of your content. Check out Chapter 8 to find out
more about using RSS feeds within the WordPress program.

Tracking back
The best way to understand trackbacks is to think of them as comments,
except for one thing: Trackbacks are comments that are left on your blog by
other blogs, not by actual people. Sounds perfectly reasonable, doesn’t it?
Actually, it does.
A trackback happens when you make a post on your blog, and within that
post, you provide a link to a post made by another blogger in a different blog.
When you publish that post, your blog sends a sort of electronic memo to the
blog you’ve linked to. That blog receives the memo and posts an acknowledgment of receipt in a comment to the post that you linked to.
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That memo is sent via a network ping (a tool used to test, or verify, whether
a link is reachable across the Internet) from your site to the site you link
to. This process works as long as both blogs support trackback protocol.
WordPress does, and so do almost all the other major blogging platforms
except Blogspot. (Blogspot users need to sign up for a third-party program
called HaloScan to have trackback functionality in their blogs.)
Sending a trackback to a blog is a nice way of telling the blogger that you like
the information she presented in her blog post. Every blogger appreciates
the receipt of trackbacks to their posts from other bloggers.

Dealing with comment and
trackback spam
Ugh. The absolute bane of every blogger’s existence is comment and trackback spam. When blogs became the “It” things on the Internet, spammers
saw an opportunity. If you’ve ever received spam in your e-mail program, the
concept is similar and just as frustrating.
Before blogs came onto the scene, you often saw spammers filling Internet
guestbooks with their links but not leaving any relevant comments. The
reason is simple: Web sites receive higher rankings in the major search
engines if they have multiple links coming in from other sites. Enter blog software, with comment and trackback technologies — prime breeding ground
for millions of spammers.
Because comments and trackbacks are published to your site publicly — and
usually with a link to the commenters’ Web sites — spammers got their site
links posted on millions of blogs by creating programs that automatically
seek Web sites with commenting systems and then hammer those systems
with tons of comments that contain links back to their own sites.
No blogger likes spam. As a matter of fact, blogging services such as
WordPress have spent untold hours in the name of stopping these spammers
in their tracks, and for the most part, they’ve been successful. Every once in
a while, however, spammers sneak through. Many spammers are offensive,
and all of them are frustrating because they don’t contribute to the ongoing
conversations that occur in blogs.
All WordPress systems have one very major, very excellent thing in common:
Akismet, which kills spam dead. Chapter 10 tells you more about Akismet,
which is brought to you by Automattic, the maker of WordPress.com.
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Moving On to the Business of Blogging
Before getting started with blogging, you need to take a long look at your big
plans for your Web site. A word of advice: Organize your plan of attack before
you start. Have a good idea of what types of information you want to publish,
how you want to present and organize that information, and what types of
services and interaction you want to provide your audience.
It doesn’t matter whether you’re planning to start a personal blog as a diary
of your daily life or a business blog to provide useful information to readers
who are interested in your area of expertise. All potential bloggers have ideas
about what type of information they want to present, and you wouldn’t be
considering starting a new blog if you didn’t want to share that information
(no matter what it is) with the rest of the world via the Internet. So having a
plan of attack is helpful when you’re starting out.
Ask this question out loud: “What am I going to blog about?” Go ahead — ask
it. Do you have an answer? Maybe you do, and maybe not — either way, it’s
all right. There’s no clear set of ground rules you must follow. Having an idea
of what you’re planning to write about in your blog makes planning your
attack a little easier. You may want to write about your personal life. Maybe
you plan to share only some of your photography and provide very little
commentary to go along with it. Or maybe you’re a business owner, and you
want to blog about your services and current news within your industry.
Having an idea of your subject matter will help you determine how you want
to deliver that information. My design blog, for example, is where I write
about Web design projects, client case studies, and news related to design
and blogging. You won’t find pictures of my cats there, but you will find those
pictures on my personal blog. I keep the two blogs separate, much in the
same way that most of us like to keep a distinct line of separation between
our personal and professional lives, no matter what industry we work in.
With your topic in mind, ask yourself these questions:
✓ How often will I update my blog with new posts? Daily? Weekly?
✓ Do I want to encourage discussion by letting my readers comment on
my blog posts?
✓ Do I want to make every post available for public display? Am I okay
with my boss or my family finding and reading my blog posts?
✓ How will I categorize my posts?
✓ Do I want to publish the full content of my posts in my RSS feed, or just
excerpts?
✓ Do I want my blog posts to be easy for search engines to find?
When you have your topic and plan of delivery in mind, you can move forward and adjust your blog settings to work with your plan.
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7. Select either Gimme a Blog! or Just a Username, Please.
The Gimme a Blog! option signs you up with a WordPress.com account
and sets you up with a new WordPress.com blog. The Just a Username,
Please option just signs you up with a new WordPress.com account,
without the blog-setup part. You may want only to reserve a username
in WordPress.com for now, which is why you might choose the second
option.
8. Click the Next button.
9. In the Blog Domain text box, enter what you choose as your blog
domain name.
Whatever you enter here becomes the URL address of your blog. It must
be at least four characters (letters and numbers only), and you can’t
change it later, so choose carefully! (The domain name of your blog
does not have to be the same as your username, although WordPress.
com already fills in this text box for you, with your username. You can
choose any domain name you want; WordPress.com lets you know
whether that domain name is available within its network.)
10. In the Blog Title text box, enter the name you’ve chosen for your blog.
Your blog title doesn’t have to be the same as your username, and you
can change it later in the Options section in your Administration panel.
11. Choose your language preference from the Language drop-down menu.
Choose the primary language that you will be blogging in.
12. Select the Privacy check box if you want your blog to be public.
Deselect this box if you want your blog to be private and not show up
in search engines. (By default, this box is checked for you.)
Some bloggers actually do not want their blogs to be indexed by search
engines, amazingly enough. Like them, you may want to run a private
blog for which you decide who can, and cannot, view the contents of
your blog.
13. Click the Sign-Up button, and you’re done!
A new page opens with a message telling you that WordPress.com has
sent you an e-mail containing a link to activate your account.
14. Check your e-mail and click the link contained within it to activate
your new WordPress.com blog.
A page loads with a message that your blog is now active. That page also
displays your username and password. You receive another e-mail from
WordPress.com that contains your username and password, as well as
some useful links for navigating around WordPress.com — for example,
the sign-in page, the Write Post page, and so on.
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✓ My Account: Hover your mouse pointer over this link, and you see a
drop-down menu that consists of the following:
• Global Dashboard: Takes you to the Dashboard panel.
• Stats: Takes you to your statistics page in your WordPress.com
Dashboard that displays information about your blog such as how
many visitors you have on a daily basis, referrers, and keywords.
• Tag Surfer: Takes you to the Tag Surfer, where you can find out
what people are talking about based on keywords.
• My Comments: Takes you to the My Comments section in the
WordPress Administration panel, where you can view all comments
you’ve left anywhere within the WordPress.com network of blogs.
• Edit Profile: Takes you to the Your Profile section in your
Administration panel, where you can edit your own user profile.
• Support: Takes you to an area where you can get assistance from
the folks who run WordPress.com (http://support.word
press.com).
• WordPress.com: Takes you to the main WordPress.com Web site.
• Logout: Lets you log out.
✓ My Dashboard: Click this link to go to the Dashboard page. I discuss the
Dashboard page in detail in the next section.
✓ New Post: Click this link to go to the Write Post page, where you can
write and publish a new post to your blog. If you want to get started
right away with a new post, see Chapter 4.
✓ Blog Info: Hover your mouse pointer over this link to see a drop-down
menu with the following elements:
• Random Post: Loads, in the same window, a random post from the
blog you are visiting.
• Subscribe to Blog: Loads the Blog Surfer page within your
Administration panel, allowing you to subscribe to the blog you’re
visiting.
• Add to Blogroll: Automatically adds the blog you are visiting to
your blogroll.
• Report as Spam: Reports the blog to WordPress.com administration as a spam blog.
• Report as Mature: Reports the blog to WordPress.com administration as a blog containing mature content.
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WordPress.com menu bar

Figure 3-3:
The
WordPress.
com menu
bar.

Using the WordPress.com Dashboard
When you click the My Dashboard link in the WordPress.com menu bar
(covered in the preceding section), you go directly to your WordPress.com
Administration panel, starting at the Dashboard page (see Figure 3-4). Several
modules within your Dashboard provide you with information about your blog,
as well as actions you can take to navigate to other areas of the Administration
panel, such as writing a new post, and adding a new link or blogroll.
The Dashboard modules are configurable; you can move them around on
your Dashboard page and change the way the modules display. Hover your
mouse over the title bar of the module you want to move, click once and drag
it to the spot you’d like to display it, and then release your mouse button to
drop it. This drag n’ drop capability is available not only on the Dashboard
page, but also on all the inner pages of the WordPress Administration panel
so you can really configure it to suit your needs. You can also expand (open)
and collapse (close) the individual modules by clicking your mouse anywhere within the grey title bar of the module. This is a really nice feature
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The Dashboard displays the following information under the At a Glance
header:
✓ The number of posts: The number here always reflects the total number
of posts you currently have in your WordPress blog. Figure 3-4 shows
I currently have 10 posts on my blog. The number is blue; click the
number and you go to the Edit Posts page, where you can edit the posts
on your blog. I cover editing posts in Chapter 4.
✓ The number of pages: This is the current number of pages on your blog,
which will change as you add or delete pages. (Pages, in this context,
refer to the static pages you have created in your blog.) Figure 3-4 shows
that my blog has 1 page.
Clicking this link takes you to the Edit Pages page, where you can
view, edit, and delete your current pages. (Find the difference between
WordPress posts and pages in Chapter 4.)
✓ The number of categories: This is the current number of categories you
have on your blog, which will change as you add and delete categories.
Figure 3-4 shows that I currently have 23 categories for my blog.
Clicking this link takes you to the Categories Page, where you can view,
edit, and delete your current categories or add brand new ones. (For
details about the management and creation of categories, see Chapter 4.)
✓ The number of tags: This is the current number of tags you have in your
blog, which will change as you add and delete categories in the future.
Figure 3-4 shows that I have 8 tags.
Clicking this link takes you to the Tags page, where you can add new
tags and view, edit, and delete your current tags. (You can find more
information about Tags in Chapter 4.)
✓ The number of comments: This is the total number of the comments that are currently on your blog. Figure 3-4 shows that I have
6 Comments, 6 Approved, 0 Pending (waiting to be approved), and 0
Spam. Clicking any of these four links takes you to the Edit Comments
page, where you can manage the comments on your blog. I cover the
management of comments in Chapter 4.
The last section of the Dashboard’s Right Now module in the Dashboard
shows the following information:
✓ Which WordPress theme you’re using: Figure 3-4 shows that I’m using
the Cutline theme. The theme name is a link that, when clicked, takes
you to the Manage Themes page where you can view and activate
themes on your blog.
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✓ How many widgets you’ve added to your blog: This is the number of
WordPress widgets you’re using in your blog. Figure 3-4 shows that I
have 8 widgets. The number is a link that, when clicked, takes you to
the Widgets page, where you can change your widget options by editing them, moving them, or removing them. (I cover widgets in detail in
Chapter 5.)
✓ Change Theme: Clicking this button takes you to the Manage Themes
page, which lists your currently active and all available themes for your
WordPress blog.
✓ Akismet Spam stats: This is the last statement in the Right Now section
and it gives you a quick look into how many spam comments and trackbacks the Akismet application has successfully blocked from your site.
Figure 3-4 shows that Akismet has protected my blog from 2,936 spam
comments. It’s nice to know the spam protection is there, and working!

Recent Comments
The next module is Recent Comments. Within this module, you find
✓ Most recent comments published to your blog: WordPress displays a
maximum of five comments in this area.
✓ The author of each comment: The name of the person who left the comment appears below it. This section also displays the author’s picture
(or avatar), if they have one.
✓ A link to the post the comment was left on: The post title appears to
the right of the commenter’s name. Click the link, and you go to that
post in the Administration panel.
✓ An excerpt of the comment: This is a short snippet of the comment left
on your blog.
✓ Comment management links: Hover your mouse over the comment, and
five links appear that give you the opportunity to manage those comments right from your Dashboard (I discuss Comment management later
in Chapter 4):
• Unapprove: This link only appears if you have comment moderation turned on.
• Edit: This link opens the Edit Comment page where you can edit
the comment.
• Reply: This link displays a text box where you can quickly reply to
the comment right from your Dashboard.
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• Spam: Clicking this link marks that comment as spam.
• Delete: Clicking this link deletes the comment from your blog.
✓ View All button: This button invites you to see all the comments that
have been left on your blog. Clicking the View All button takes you to the
Edit Comments page, where you can view and edit, moderate, or delete
any comments that have been left for your blog.
You’ll find even more information on managing your comments in Chapter 4.

Incoming Links
Directly to the right of the Recent Comments section in the Dashboard is the
Incoming Links section, which lists all the blog-savvy people who wrote blog
posts that link to your blog. Figure 3-4, earlier in this chapter, shows that I
don’t have any incoming links to my blog. How sad is that? Because my blog
is brand new, people haven’t discovered it yet, but I’m sure as soon as they
do, my Incoming Links list will start filling up in no time.
In the meantime, a message in the Incoming Links section says, “This dashboard widget queries Google Blog Search so that when another blog links to your
site it will show up here. It has found no incoming links. . . yet. It’s okay — there
is no rush.” The phrase Google Blog Search is underlined because it’s a link;
when you click it, you go to the Google Blog Search page, which is a search
engine for blogs only.

Your Stuff
In the Your Stuff section of the Dashboard, you see the following sections:
✓ Today: Click the links here to go to a page with options that let you
manage today’s posts. This page contains new or updated posts you’ve
made during the current day.
✓ A While Ago: Click the links here to go to a page with options that let
you manage posts and updates you made in past days.

What’s Hot
Last but not least, the What’s Hot section provides information about happenings in and around WordPress.com, including WordPress.com news, top
blogs, top posts, fastest-growing blogs, and the latest posts made to blogs on
WordPress.com. This section helps you stay in touch with the WordPress.
com community as a whole.
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QuickPress
The QuickPress module is a handy form that allows you to write, save, and
publish a blog post right from your WordPress Dashboard. The options are
very similar to the ones I cover in the section on writing posts in Chapter 4.

Recent Drafts
If you’re using a brand new WordPress.com blog, the Recent Drafts module
displays the message: There are no drafts at the moment. That is because you
have not written any drafts. As time goes on, however, and you have written
a few posts in your blog, you may save some of those posts as drafts to be
edited and published at a later date. It is those drafts that will be shown in
the Recent Drafts module. Figure 3-4 shows that I have 4 Recent Drafts showing in this box.
WordPress displays up to five drafts in this module and displays the title of
the post, the date it was last saved, and a short excerpt. Click the View All
button to go to the Manage Posts page where you can view, edit, and manage
your blog posts. Check out Chapter 4 for more information on that.

Stats
The last module of the Dashboard page is Stats (see Figure 3-5). It includes
a visual graph of your blog stats for the past several days. These stats represent how many visitors your blog received each day. The right side of the
Stats module shows some specific information:
✓ Top Posts: This display lists the most popular posts in your blog, determined by the number of visits each post received. It also shows you
exactly how many times each post has been viewed. Figure 3-5 shows
that my post titled About Lisa Sabin-Wilson has been viewed 70 times.
You can click the title of a post, and WordPress loads that post in your
browser window.
✓ Top Searches: This area tells you the top keywords and search phrases
people used to find your blog in search engines. Figure 3-5 shows that
people used these search phrases to find my blog: WordPress MU For
Dummies and WordPress For Dummies. It’s nice to know how people are
finding your site in the search engines!
✓ Most Active: This area tells you which posts in your blog are the most
active, as determined by the number of comments left on each post.
You can click the title of a post, and WordPress loads that post in your
browser window.
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✓ The WordPress.com directory (by topic) of its community blogs: This
directory is called the Tags page (http://wordpress.com/tags).
Bloggers on WordPress.com can tag their posts with keywords that help
define the topics of their posts; WordPress.com collects all those tagged
posts and sorts them by name on the Tags page.
At the On the Tag: Blogging page (http://wordpress.com/tags/
blogging), for example, you find the most recent posts that WordPress.
com bloggers have made on the topic of blogging. If your blog appears in
this directory, so does a thumbnail of your picture.
Follow these steps to insert a picture or avatar into your profile:
1. Choose the image you want to attach to your profile, and save it to
your computer.
To be safe in your image selection, be sure to upload an image that is at
least 128 pixels wide and 128 pixels tall: 128 x 128. Later in these steps,
you see how you can crop a larger image to the perfect size.
2. In the My Gravatar section of the Profile page, click the Change Your
Gravatar link.
The Gravatar.com window appears where you click the Upload a New
Image from Your Computer link that opens the Select File from Your
Computer window.
3. Click the Browse button and select an image from your computer.
4. Click the Next button.
No matter what size image you chose, the Gravatar.com page allows
you to crop your image to the correct size and lets you decide which
part of your image to use for your picture display. When you click the
Next button, the crop image page appears, and you can crop (cut) your
chosen picture to the right size to be used as an avatar or icon (see
Figure 3-10).
5. Use the crop tool to highlight the area of the picture that you want to
remain after cropping.
In Figure 3-10, the box with a dotted line (the crop tool) outlines the
image I’ve chosen to use. This dotted outline indicates the size the picture will be when I’m done cropping it. You can move that dotted box
around to choose the area of the image you want to use as your avatar.
The Gravatar.com crop tool gives you two previews of your cropped
image on the right side of the window: Small Preview and Large Preview.
6. Click the Crop and Finish! button.
The Choose a Rating page opens, where you can choose a rating for your
new Gravatar.
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Getting Help
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention some of the places on the Internet you
can visit to find more information on using WordPress.com (see Table 3-1) —
beginning with the super bunch of users in the WordPress.com community.

Table 3-1

WordPress.com Resources Online

Resource

Description

Location

WordPress.com
Forums

These forums, provided to the
community by WordPress.com,
are populated by users who help
users. Sometimes, WordPress.com
developers and staff members also
provide help through these forums.

http://word
press.com/
forums

WordPress
Codex

This comprehensive online document repository covers everything
WordPress — not just WordPress.
com. You have to search and dig a
little to find what you need, but you
can find some valuable nuggets
of information here, especially for
new users.

http://codex.
wordpress.org/
First_Steps_
With_WordPress

Help

This little link appears in the topright corner of every page in your
WordPress.com Administration
panel.

Click this link, and
you are taken to the
WordPress.com FAQ
(Frequently Asked
Questions) page at
http://faq.
wordpress.com.
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3. Choose an image or multiple images to upload.
4. Click Open.
The image is uploaded from your computer to your Web server.
WordPress displays a progress bar on the upload and displays an image
options box when the upload is finished.
5. Edit the details for the image(s) by clicking the Show link that appears
to the right of the image thumbnail.
Clicking Show drops down a box (see Figure 4-3) that contains several
image options:
• Title: Type a title for the image.
• Caption: Type a caption for the image (such as This is a flower
from my garden).
• Description: Type a description of the image.
• Link URL: Type the URL you want the image linked to. Whatever
option you choose determines where your readers go when they
click the image you’ve uploaded:
None: You don’t want the image to be clickable.
File URL: Readers can click through to the direct image itself.
Post URL: Readers can click through to the post that the image
appears in. You can type your own URL in the Link URL text box.
• Alignment: Choose None, Left, Center, or Right. (See Table 9-1,
in the following section, for styling information regarding image
alignment.)
• Size: Choose Thumbnail, Medium, Large or Full Size.
6. Click the Insert into Post button.
The HTML code needed to display the image within your published
post is inserted automatically. The media uploader window closes and
returns you to the Write Post page. (Alternatively, you can click the Save
All Changes button to save the options you’ve set for the image(s) and
then return at a later date to insert the image(s) in your post, without
having to reset those options again.)
Along with inserting just one image into your post, you can use the media
uploader to insert a full gallery of images. Go through the steps I outline in
this section to upload images, but don’t click the Insert into Post button.
Instead, click the Gallery link at the top of the media uploader window (refer
to Figure 4-2).
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Table 4-1 (continued)
Link Relationship

Description

Physical

Select this check box if you’ve met the person you’re linking to
face to face. Sharing pictures over the Internet doesn’t count.
This selection identifies a person you’ve physically met.

Professional

Select one of these check boxes if the person you’re linking
to is a co-worker or colleague.

Geographical

Select Co-Resident if the person you’re linking to lives with
you. Or select Neighbor or None, depending on which option
applies to your relationship with the person you’re linking to.

Family

If the blogger you’re linking to is a family member, select the
option that tells how the person is related to you.

Romantic

Select the option that applies to the type of romantic relationship you have with the person you’re linking to. Do you
have a crush on him? Is she your creative muse? Is he
someone you consider to be a sweetheart? Select the option
that most closely identifies the romantic relationship, if any.

You can find more information on XFN at http://gmpg.org/xfn.
Revisit the Manage Links page any time you want to add a new link, edit an
old link, or delete an existing link. You can create an unlimited amount of
blogroll categories to sort your blogrolls by topics. I know one blogger who
has 50 categories for his links, so the options are limitless.

Managing and Inviting Users
What’s a blog without blog users? Of course, your WordPress.com blog
always has at least one user: you. To see your list of users, click the Users
link that is in the navigation menu. The Users page opens and the Users menu
expands to show three different links:
✓ Authors & Users
✓ Your Profile (See Chapter 3 for information on the Profile page.)
✓ Invites

www.it-ebooks.info

Chapter 4: Writing and Managing Your Blog

Managing authors and users
The Users page tells you about all the users on your blog. It lists each user’s
username, name, e-mail address, role on your blog, and number of posts
made to your blog. This page also has the Add User from Community section, where you can add a new user to your blog. (By user, WordPress means
simply a person who is a member of your blog as a contributor, an author,
an editor, or an administrator. You can have an unlimited amount of users on
one WordPress.com blog.)
To manage user roles, you need to understand the distinct differences among
the roles. The following list explains the type of access each role provides:
✓ Contributor: A Contributor can upload files and write/edit/manage her
own posts. When a Contributor writes a post, however, that post is
saved as a draft to await administrator approval; Contributors can’t publish their posts. This feature is a nice way to moderate content written
by new authors.
✓ Author: In addition to having the access and permissions of a
Contributor, an Author can publish his own posts without administrator
approval. Authors can also delete their own posts.
✓ Editor: In addition to having the access and permissions of an Author,
an Editor can moderate comments, manage categories, manage links,
edit pages, and edit other Authors’ posts. Editors can also read and edit
private posts.
✓ Administrator: An Administrator has the authority to change any of
the Administration options and settings in the WordPress blog. You, as
the account owner, are listed as an Administrator already. You can also
assign other users as Administrators.
WordPress.com lets you have an unlimited amount of users and authors on
one blog, which is a nice feature if running a multiauthor blog is something
you’d like to do.
At the bottom of the Authors & Users page, in the Add User from Community
section, you can add new users to your blog. Enter the person’s e-mail
address, assign a user role, and click the Add User button. The user you
add must be a registered user in the WordPress.com system. If you enter
someone who isn’t registered, WordPress.com gives you the option to send
that person an invitation to become a member. (The WordPress people have
thought of everything, haven’t they?)
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To change a user’s role, follow these steps:
1. Find that person’s username on the Users page.
2. Select the box next to the username.
3. From the Change Role To drop-down menu at the top the page, choose
the role you want to assign; then click the Change button.
The Users page refreshes with the new role assignment applied.
To view all the posts made by an author, click the number that appears
below the Posts column for that user.

Inviting friends to WordPress.com
Now that you’ve experienced the fun, ease, and excitement of having your
very own WordPress.com blog, why not tell your friends, so that they can tell
their friends, and their friends can tell their friends, and so on?
Click the Invites link on the Links menu, and you can do just that. Figure
4-10 shows the form that lets you invite people you know to sign up for
WordPress.com accounts. You can also tell WordPress to add a user to
your blogroll after she joins. Additionally, you can tell WordPress to add the
new member to your own blog as a Contributor, if you want. (This option
is especially helpful if you’re setting up new users or authors for your own
WordPress.com blog.)
Follow these instructions to invite as many people as you want to join
WordPress.com:
1. Click the Invites link on the Users menu.
The Invites page opens.
2. In the appropriate text boxes, type the user’s first name, last name,
and e-mail address.
3. Type a personal message to the prospective member in the Personal
Message text box, or use the default message WordPress.com provides.
4. (Optional) Select the Add to My Blogroll after Signup check box if you
also want to add this person to your own WordPress.com blogroll.
5. (Optional) Select the Add User to My Blog as a Contributor check box if
you want to add this user to your blog as a Contributor after he signs up.
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✓ Automatically Close Comments on Articles Older Than X days: This
option helps decrease spam comments on older posts. You can select
this option and then enter the number of days (for example: 30) in the
text box provided.

E-Mail Me Whenever
The two options in the E-Mail Me Whenever section, Anyone Posts a
Comment and A Comment Is Held for Moderation, are selected by default.
This feature tells WordPress that you want to receive an e-mail any time
anyone leaves a comment on your blog and/or any time a comment is awaiting your approval in the moderation queue. This feature can be very helpful,
particularly if you don’t visit your blog daily. Everyone likes to get comments
on his blog posts, and it’s good to be notified when it happens so that you
can revisit that post, respond to your readers, and keep the conversation
active. You can disable this feature, however, by deselecting these options.

Before a Comment Appears
The three options in the Before a Comment Appears section tell WordPress
how you want WordPress to handle comments before they appear in your blog:
✓ An Administrator Must Always Approve the Comment: Selecting this
option holds every new comment on your blog in the moderation queue
until you log in and approve it. This feature is particularly helpful if you
want to review the content of comments before they’re published to
your blog.
✓ Comment Author Must Have a Previously Approved Comment: When
this box is selected, the only comments that are approved and published on your blog are those that have been left by commenters who
have already been approved by you. Their e-mail addresses are stored
in the database, and WordPress runs a check on their e-mails. If the
e-mail address matches a previously approved comment, the new comment is published automatically. If no match occurs, WordPress places
the comment in the moderation queue, awaiting your approval. This
measure is yet another feature that helps prevent comment spam.

Comment Moderation
In the Comment Moderation section, you can set options to specify what
types of comments are held in the moderation queue to await your approval.
Frequently, comment spammers try to spam your blog with a ton of links in
the hope of promoting their own sites through your comment form. You can
set the number of links that are allowed in a comment before it is tossed into
the moderation queue to await approval. The default is 2. Give that a try, and
if you find that you’re getting lots of spam comments with multiple links, you
may want to revisit this page and increase that number.
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To manage a comment, find one that you want to edit, delete, unapprove (or
remove it from your blog page), or mark as spam. If you need to, you can find
a specific comment by using the search feature. Just type a keyword in the
search box located in the top-right corner of the page and click the Search
Comments button.
When you’ve found the comment you want to manage, hover your mouse
over the comment and six different links appear beneath the comment text,
and include:
✓ Approve or Unapprove: If the comment has not yet been approved, the
Approve link appears here. Click Approve to publish the comment to
your blog. If the comment was approved, click the Unapprove link to . . .
well, unapprove it. This link puts the comment back into the moderation
queue.
✓ Spam: This link tells WordPress that this comment is spam and removes
it from your blog.
✓ Delete: This link deletes the comment from your blog.
✓ Edit: Clicking this link takes you to the Edit Comment page where you can
edit the text of the comment, if you need to (correcting typos anyone??)
✓ Quick Edit: This link accomplishes the same as the Edit link except
instead of taking you to a new Edit Comment page, it drops down a quick
edit text box that allows you to do a fast edit right on the same page.
✓ Reply: This link drops down a text box on the same page to allow you to
reply to the comment right from the Edit Comments page.

Managing comment spam with Akismet
Comment spam, as I discuss in Chapter 2, is a sneaky method that spammers
are fond of using to post links to their sites on yours. Akismet is the answer
to combating comment and trackback spam; it kills spam dead. Created by
the Automattic team, headed by Matt Mullenweg, Akismet is a “collaborative
effort to make comment and trackback spam a non-issue and restore innocence to blogging, so you never have to worry about spam again,” according
to Akismet.com.
Click the Spam link on the Edit Comments page to view the comments and
trackbacks that were caught by Akismet’s spam filters. Akismet keeps the
past two weeks’ worth of comments and trackbacks that were stopped by its
filters because the rare legitimate comment can get caught up in the spam filters. If that happens, you can visit this section and de-spam the comment by
clicking the Not Spam button.
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You can create these pages by logging into your WordPress.com
Administration panel and following these steps:
1. Click the Add New link in the Pages menu.
The Add New Page page appears where you can compose your static page.
2. Type the title of your page in the Title text box.
3. Type the body of your page in the Page text box.
You can use the Virtual Text Editor and insert media files into your page
by using the same techniques discussed in the “Ready? Set? Blog!” section, earlier in this chapter.
4. Set the options for your page by using the option boxes below the
Page text box.
To display these boxes, click the white arrow to the left of each option
title. The following options appear:
• Discussion: By default, the Allow Comments and Allow Pings boxes
are selected. Deselect them if you don’t want to allow comments or
pings.
• Parent: Choose the page parent from the drop-down menu if you
want to make the static page a subpage of another page you’ve
created.
• Template: If the WordPress.com theme you’re using has page templates available, choose from this drop-down menu the template
you want to use for the page.
• Order: Enter a number in the text box that reflects the order in
which you want this page to display on your site. If you want this
page to be the third page listed, for example, enter 3.
• Page Author: Choose the author of this blog from the drop-down
menu. This step isn’t necessary if you’re the only author of this
blog; if you have multiple authors, however, you may find this
option helpful.
5. Scroll back to the top of the page, and choose options from the
Publish Status drop-down menu.
These options are the same as the Publish Status options that are
available when you’re writing a new blog page. I covered the available
options in the “Ready? Set? Blog!” section earlier in this chapter.
6. Click the Save or Publish button when you’re done to save your work.
Your static pages aren’t included in your Recent Posts list, in categories, or
in your monthly archive.
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• Front Page: If you choose to display a static page, choose from this
drop-down menu which page to display.
• Posts Page: If you choose to display a static page, use this dropdown menu to tell WordPress which page to display your posts on.
✓ Blog Pages Show at Most X Posts: If you choose to display your blog
posts on your front page, this step is where you set the number of blog
posts to display per page. Figure 4-14, in the following section, shows
that I’ve decided to display ten posts on my front page.
✓ Syndication Feeds Show the Most Recent X Posts: This setting determines how many posts show in your RSS feed at one time. See the next
section for details.
✓ For Each Article in a Feed, Show: Indicate here which portion of each
article you want to show in your feed:
• Full Text: Select this radio button if you want the entire text of each
post to be displayed in your RSS feed.
• Summary: Select this radio button if you want only excerpts of your
posts to be displayed in your RSS feed.
✓ For Each Article in an Enhanced Feed, Show: Here, you have the option
of showing several more details about your blog, as well as giving the
reader the opportunity to add your article to several social bookmark
sites:
• Categories
• Tags
• Comment Count
• Add to Stumbleupon
• Add to Del.icio.us
• Add to Digg.com
• Add to Reddit
✓ Encoding for Pages and Feeds: UTF-8 is the default, and recommended,
character encoding for your blog. Character encoding is code that handles the storage and transmission of the text from your blog through
the Internet connection. Your safest bet is to leave the default in place,
because it is the most commonly accepted character encoding and supports a wide range of languages.
When you change any settings in the Reading Settings page, make sure that
you click the Save Changes button in the bottom-left corner to save your
preferences.
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✓ I Would Like My Blog to Be Visible Only to Users I Choose: Select this
option if you want to make your blog available only to the people you
choose. This option keeps your blog completely private and away from
prying eyes — except for those users you allow.
When you select and save this option, WordPress.com provides a form
where you can enter the WordPress.com usernames for the people you
want to invite to view your private blog. (WordPress.com lets you add
up to 35 users at no cost; you can pay an annual fee to add more.)
When you finish making your decision, be sure to click the Save Changes
button to make the changes take effect.

Establishing Trust Relationships
with OpenID
OpenID is a third-party, Internet-community identification system that lets
an Internet user create an online identity that she can use anywhere on the
Web where OpenID is supported. With WordPress.com, you already have an
OpenID identity.
In the WordPress Administration panel, click the OpenID link on the Settings
menu to see the OpenID Trusted Sites page, which tells you what your
OpenID is. (It’s usually your main WordPress.com domain: http://user
name.wordpress.com.) You can also add the URLs of what you consider to
be trusted sites. After you enter the URL of a trusted site and click the Add to
List button, you aren’t asked whether you trust the site when you attempt to
log in to it. In a nutshell, this setting means that you can use your WordPress.
com OpenID to log in to any Web site that supports OpenID.
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No, really — it’s just that easy. If you get tired of that theme, go to the Design
tab and click a different theme name, and you’re done.
It really is that easy!

Widget Wonder: Adding Handy
Tools to Your Sidebar
WordPress widgets are very helpful tools built into the WordPress.com application. They allow you to easily arrange the display of content in your blog
sidebar, such as your blogroll(s), recent posts, and monthly and category
archive lists. With widgets, arrange and display the content in the sidebar of
your blog without having to know a single bit of PHP or HTML.

Selecting and activating widgets
Click the Widgets link on the Appearance menu in your Administration panel.
The Widgets page displays the available widgets, as shown in Figure 5-2. This
feature is a big draw because it lets you control what features you use and
where you place them — all without having to know a lick of code.
On the left side of the Widgets page is a listing of all widgets available for
your WordPress.com blog.
On the right side of the Widgets page are the widgets you’re using in your
sidebar. Figure 5-2 shows that I am using the following widgets in my sidebar:
✓ Recent Posts
✓ Categories
✓ Archives
The Widgets page also includes a drop-down menu in the Current Widgets section (refer to Figure 5-2). If you’re using a theme that has only one sidebar, the
Widgets page has only one sidebar for you to configure. If you are using a theme
with two sidebars (usually called a three-column layout), use the drop-down
menu to toggle between Sidebar 1 and Sidebar 2. When you want to configure
widgets for Sidebar 1, be sure that Sidebar 1 is selected in the drop-down menu;
when you want to configure widgets for the second sidebar, choose Sidebar 2.
Click the Show button to load the widgets for that sidebar on your screen.
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them at the cost of $1 (USD) per credit. (The prices I give here are current as
of this book’s printing, but they are, of course, subject to change.) Click the
Upgrades menu to display the Upgrades page, shown in Figure 5-6.
Following is a list of the current upgrades you can purchase to enhance your
WordPress.com account, with the prices reflecting the annual cost:
✓ Custom CSS: This upgrade lets you customize the Cascading Style
Sheets (CSS) for the theme you’re currently using in the WordPress.com
system. Recommended for users who understand the use of CSS, this
upgrade currently costs 15 credits ($15 USD).
✓ Unlimited Private Users: With a free account, you’re limited to 35 private
users — if you choose to publish your WordPress.com blog as a private
blog — giving access to only those users whom you authorize. This
upgrade removes that limit, letting you have unlimited private users for
your blog (provided that those users are already WordPress.com account
holders). The cost is 30 credits ($30 USD).
✓ Additional Space: With the free WordPress.com blog, you have 3GB of
hard drive space for use in your upload directory. The various space
upgrades add more, letting you upload more files (images, videos, audio
files, and so on). Currently, you can add 5GB for 20 credits ($20 USD),
15GB for 50 credits ($50 USD), or 25GB for 90 credits ($90 USD).
✓ No Ads: For the cost of 30 credits ($30 USD) per year, you can ensure
that your WordPress.com blog is ad-free. Occasionally, WordPress.com
does serve ads on your blog pages to try and defray the costs of running
a popular service. If you’d rather not have those ads appearing on your
blog, pay for the No Ads upgrade and you’ll be ad-free!

Giving the gift of WordPress.com
If you are feeling especially generous, and you
have a favorite blogger who uses the WordPress.
com hosted service, you can practice what I like
to call WordPress philanthropy — that is, send a
gift to your friend in the form of WordPress.com
account upgrades.

credit amount; enter your friend’s WordPress.
com username or e-mail address; and then
write your friend a little note before you click
the Give Credits button.
Nothing says “I like you” more than a
WordPress.com upgrade.

On the Upgrades page (refer to Figure 5-6), click
the Gifts tab. On that tab, choose a dollar or
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• User Name: Type the username you used when you created the
MySQL database before this installation. Depending on what your
host requires, you may need to append this username to your
hosting account username.
• Password: Type the password you used when you set up the
MySQL database. You don’t need to append the password to your
hosting account username here.
• Database Host: Ninety-nine percent of the time, you’ll leave this
field set to localhost. Some hosts, depending on their configurations, have different hosts set for the MySQL database server. If
localhost doesn’t work, you need to contact your hosting provider
to find out the MySQL database host.
• Table Prefix: Leave this field set to wp_.
5. When you have all that information filled in, click the Submit button.
You see a message that says, “All right, sparky! You’ve made it through
this part of the installation. WordPress can now communicate with your
database. If you’re ready, time now to run the install!”
6. Click the Run the Install button.
You see another welcome page with a message welcoming you to the
famous five-minute WordPress installation process.
7. Enter or possibly change this information:
• Blog Title: Enter the title you want to give your blog. The title you
enter isn’t written in stone; you can change it at a later date, if
you like.
• Your E-Mail Address: Enter the e-mail address you want to use to
be notified of administrative information about your blog. You can
change this address at a later date, too.
• Allow My Blog to Appear in Search Engines Like Google and
Technorati: By default, this check box is selected, which lets the
search engines index the content of your blog and include your
blog in search results. To keep your blog out of the search engines,
deselect this check box.
8. Click the Install WordPress button.
The WordPress installation machine works its magic and creates all
the tables within the database that contain the default data for your
blog. WordPress gives you the login information you need to access the
WordPress Administration panel (see Figure 6-6). Make note of this username and password before you leave this page. Scribble it down on a
piece of paper or copy it into a text editor such as Notepad.
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The good news is — you’re done! Were you expecting a marching band?
WordPress isn’t that fancy . . . yet. Give them time, though; if anyone can produce it, the folks at WordPress can.

Table 6-1

Common WordPress Installation Problems

Error Message

Common Cause

Solution

Error Connecting
to the Database

The database name,
username, password,
or host was entered
incorrectly.

Revisit your MySQL database
to obtain the database name,
username, and password,
and reenter that information.

Headers Already
Sent Error
Messages

A syntax error occurred
in the wp-config.
php file.

Open the wp-config.php
file in a text editor. The first
line should contain only this
line: <?php. The last line
should contain only this line:
?>. Make sure that those
lines contain nothing else —
not even white space. Save
the file changes.

500: Internal
Server Error

Permissions on PHP files
are set incorrectly.

Try setting the permissions
(chmod) on the PHP files to
666. If that change doesn’t
work, set them to 644. Each
Web server has different
settings for how it lets PHP
execute on its servers.

404: Page Not
Found

The URL for the login
page is incorrect.

Double-check that the URL
you’re using to get to the login
page is the same as the
location of your WordPress
installation (such as
http://yourdomain.
com/wp-login.php).

403: Forbidden
Access

An index.html or
index.htm file exists
in the WordPress installation directory.

WordPress is a PHP application, so the default home
page is index.php. Look
in the WordPress installation
folder on your Web server.
If there is an index.html
or index.htm file in there,
delete it.

Let me be the first to congratulate you on your newly installed WordPress
blog! When you’re ready, log in and familiarize yourself with the
Administration panel, which I describe in Chapter 7.
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✓ The number of categories: This is the current number of categories you
have on your blog, which changes as you add and delete categories.
Figure 7-3 shows that I have 1 category for my blog.
Clicking this link takes you to the Categories Page, where you can view,
edit, and delete your current categories; or add brand new ones. (For
details about the management and creation of categories, see Chapter 8.)
✓ The number of tags: This is the current number of tags you have in
your blog, which changes as you add and delete categories in the future.
Figure 7-3 shows that I have 0 tags.
Clicking this link takes you to the Tags page, where you can add new
tags and view, edit, and delete your current tags. (You can find more
information about tags in Chapter 8.)
✓ The number of comments: This is the total number of the comments
that are currently on your blog. Figure 7-3 shows that I have 1 Comment,
1 Approved, 0 Pending, and 0 marked as spam.
Clicking any of these four links takes you to the Edit Comments page,
where you can manage the comments on your blog. I cover the management of comments in the “Comments” section, later in this chapter.
The last section of the Dashboard’s Right Now module in the Dashboard
shows the following information:
✓ Which WordPress theme you are using: Figure 7-3 shows that I’m using
the WordPress Default theme. The theme name is a link that, when
clicked, takes you to the Manage Themes page where you can view and
activate themes on your blog.
✓ How many widgets you’ve added to your blog: This is the number of
WordPress widgets you’re using in your blog. Figure 7-3 shows that I
have 0 widgets. The number 0 is a link that, when clicked, takes you to
the Widgets page, where you can change your widget options by editing them, moving them, or removing them. (I cover widgets in detail in
Chapter 5 if you want to check that out — although that chapter is in the
WordPress.com part of this book, the method of using sidebar widgets is
the same for self-hosted WordPress.org blogs.)
✓ Change Theme: Clicking this button takes you to the Manage Themes
page, which lists your currently active and all available themes for your
WordPress blog. Your active theme (the theme that’s visible on your
active blog) is shown at the top below the Current Theme header. All
other available themes are listed below Available Themes. Click any
theme on this page to use it on your blog.
✓ The version of WordPress you’re using: This is the last statement in the
Right Now section. Figure 7-3 shows that I’m using WordPress version 2.7.
In the future, this version announcement will change if you are using
an older version of WordPress. When WordPress software is upgraded,
this statement will tell you that you are using an outdated version of
WordPress and encourage you to upgrade to the latest version.
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Recent Comments
The next module is called Recent Comments — within this module, you find:
✓ Most recent comments published to your blog: WordPress displays a
maximum of five comments in this area.
✓ The author of each comment: The name of the person who left the comment appears below it. This section also displays the author’s picture
(or avatar), if they have one.
✓ A link to the post the comment was left on: The post title appears to
the right of the commenter’s name. Click the link, and you go to that
post in the Admin panel.
✓ An excerpt of the comment: This is a short snippet of the comment this
person left on your blog.
✓ Comment management links: When you hover over the comment with
your mouse cursor, five links appear underneath the comment that
give you the opportunity to manage those comments right from your
Dashboard: Unapprove (this link appears only if you have comment
moderation turned on. Find out more about moderating comments in
the “Comments” section, later in this chapter), Edit, Reply, Spam, and
Delete.
✓ View All button: This button invites you to see all the comments that
have been left on your blog. Clicking the View All button takes you to the
Edit Comments page, where you can view and edit, moderate, or delete
any comments that have been left for your blog.
You’ll find even more information on managing your comments in the
“Comments” section, later in this chapter.

Incoming Links
The next module visible in the Dashboard is Incoming Links. It lists all the
blog-savvy people who wrote a blog post that links to your blog. When your
blog is brand new, you won’t see any incoming links listed in this section.
Don’t despair, however; as time goes on, you will see this listing of links fill
up as more and more people discover you and your inspired writings!
In the meantime, the Incoming Links module shows “This dashboard widget
queries Google Blog Search so that when another blog links to your site it will
show up here. It has found no incoming links ... yet. It’s okay — there is no
rush.” The phrase Google Blog Search is a link; when you click it, you go the
Google Blog Search directory, which is a search engine for blogs only.
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The Plugins module includes three titles of WordPress plugins that are
linked to its page within the WordPress Plugin Directory. The Plugins module
pulls information via RSS feed from the official WordPress Plugin Directory
at http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins. This module displays a
plugin from three different plugin categories in the official WordPress Plugin
Directory: Most Popular, Newest Plugins and Recently Updated.
The Plugins module doesn’t have an Edit link, so you can’t customize the
information that it displays. Use this box to discover new plugins that can
help you do fun and exciting things with your blog.
The Plugins module does have a very exciting feature that you can use to
install, activate, and manage plugins on your blog. Just follow these steps to
make it happen:
1. Click the Install link next to the title of the plugin.
The Plugin Information popup window opens (see Figure 7-5). It displays
the various bits of information about the plugin you’ve chosen, such as
title, description, version, author, date last updated, and the number of
times the plugin was downloaded.
2. Click the Install Now button.
This button is at the top right of the Plugin Information page, as seen in
Figure 7-5.
The Plugin Information popup window closes and the Install Plugins
page in your WordPress Administration panel opens, where you see a
confirmation message that the plugin has been downloaded, unpacked,
and successfully installed.
3. Specify whether to install the plugin or proceed to the Plugins page.
Two links are shown under the confirmation message:
• Activate Plugin: Click this link to activate the plugin you just
installed on your blog.
• Return to Plugins Page: Click this link to go to the Manage
Plugins page.
I cover the installation, installation, and activation of WordPress plugins
in further depth in Chapter 10.
4. Click the Dashboard link to return to the Dashboard.
The Dashboard link is located at the top of the left menu on every page
of your WordPress Administration panel.
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keep this area intact. Quite often, I find great information about new plugins
or themes, problem areas and support, troubleshooting, and new ideas, so I
tend to stick with the default setting.
WordPress is all about user experience, however, so you can change the
options to specify what displays in this area. You can change the items in
this module the same way that you change the options for the WordPress
Development Blog module (see the preceding section).

Arranging the Dashboard to Your Tastes
You have the ability to arrange the order of the modules in your Dashboard
to suit your tastes. WordPress places a great deal of emphasis on user experience and a big part of that effort results in your ability to create a Dashboard
that you find most useful. Changing the modules that are displayed, and the
order they are displayed in, is very easy.
In the following steps, I show you how to move the Right Now module so that
it displays on the right side of your Dashboard page:
1. Hover your mouse over the title bar of the Right Now module.
When hovering over the box title, your mouse cursor changes to the
Move cursor (a cross with arrows on a PC or the hand cursor on a Mac).
2. Click and hold your mouse button and drag the Right Now module to
the right side of the screen.
As you drag the box, a light gray box with a dotted border appears on
the right side of your screen. That gray box is a guide that shows you
where you should drop the module. See Figure 7-8.
3. Release the mouse button when you have the Right Now module in
place.
The Right Now module is now positioned on the right side of your
Dashboard page.
The other modules on the left side of the Dashboard have now shifted
down and the Recent Comments Module is the first module shown at the
top of the left side on the Dashboard page.
4. (Optional) Click once on the title bar of the Right Now module.
The module collapses. Click the title bar again and the module expands.
You can keep that module opened or closed based on your own preference.
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and publishing new posts, are covered in detail other chapters, but they’re
well worth a mention here as well so that you know what you’re looking at.
(Each section contains a cross-reference telling you where you can find more
in-depth information on that topic in this book.)

Configuring the Settings
At the very bottom of the navigation menu is the Settings menu. Click the
Settings link and a submenu drops down that contain the following links,
which I discuss in the sections that follow:
✓ General
✓ Writing
✓ Reading
✓ Discussion
✓ Media
✓ Privacy
✓ Permalinks
✓ Miscellaneous

General
After you install the WordPress software and log in, you can put a personal
stamp on your blog by giving it a title and description, setting your contact
e-mail address, and identifying yourself as the author of the blog. You take
care of these and other settings on the General Settings page.
To begin personalizing your blog, start with your general settings by following these steps:
1. Click the General link in the Settings menu.
The General Settings page appears (see Figure 7-10).
2. Enter the name of your blog in the Blog Title text box.
The title you enter here is the one that you’ve given your blog to identify
it as your own. In Figure 7-10, I gave my new blog the title WordPress For
Dummies, which appears on the blog as well as in the title bar of the
viewer’s Web browser. But I chose to title my personal blog Lisa SabinWilson to identify it as mine. Mine! MINE! And with it, I shall rule the
world! Ahem . . . moving on!
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wordpress, for example — you need to make sure to include it here. If
I had installed WordPress in a folder called wordpress, the WordPress
address would be http://yourdomain.com/wordpress.
5. In the Blog Address (URL) text box, enter the Web address where
people can find your blog by using their Web browsers.
Typically, what you enter here is the same as your domain name
(http://yourdomain.com). If you install WordPress in a subdirectory
of your site, the WordPress installation URL is different from the blog
URL. If you install WordPress at http://yourdomain.com/word
press/ (WordPress URL), you need to tell WordPress that you want the
blog to appear at http://yourdomain.com (the blog URL).
6. Enter your e-mail address in the E-Mail Address text box.
WordPress sends messages about the details of your blog to this
e-mail address. When a new user registers for your blog, for example,
WordPress sends you an e-mail alert.
7. Select a Membership option.
Select the Anyone Can Register box if you want to keep registration
on your blog open to anyone who wants to. Keep the box unchecked if
you’d rather not have open registration on your blog.
8. From the New User Default Role drop-down menu, choose the role
that you want new users to have when they register for user accounts
in your blog.
You need to understand the differences among the user roles, because each
user role is assigned a different level of access to your blog, as follows:
• Subscriber: Subscriber is the default role. It’s a good idea to maintain this role as the one assigned to new users, particularly if you
don’t know who is registering. Subscribers are given access to
the Dashboard page, and they can view and change the options
in their profiles on the Your Profile and Personal Options page.
(They don’t have access to your account settings, however —
only to their own). Each user can change his username, e-mail
address, password, bio, and other descriptors in his user profile.
Subscribers’ profile information is stored in the WordPress database, and your blog remembers them each time they visit, so they
don’t have to complete the profile information each time they
leave comments on your blog.
• Contributor: In addition to the access Subscribers have,
Contributors can upload files and write, edit, and manage their
own posts. Contributors can write posts, but they can’t publish the
posts; the administrator reviews all Contributor posts and decides
whether to publish them. This setting is a nice way to moderate
content written by new authors.
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This page lets you set some basic options for writing your posts. Table 7-1
gives you some information on choosing how your posts look and how
WordPress handles some specific conditions.
After you set your options, be sure to click the Save Changes button; otherwise, the changes won’t take effect.

Table 7-1

Writing Settings Options

Option

Function

Default

Size of Post
Box

Determines the size of the text edit box
on the Write Post page. The bigger the
number, the taller the box.

Ten lines

Formatting

Determines whether WordPress
converts emoticons to graphics and
whether WordPress corrects invalidly nested XHTML automatically.
In general, I recommend selecting
this option. (You can find more information about valid XHTML code at
http://validator.w3.org/
docs/#docs_all.)

Convert emoticons —
such as :-) and :-P —
to graphics and correct invalidly nested
XHTML

Default Post
Category

Lets you select the category that
WordPress defaults to any time you
forget to choose a category when you
publish a post.

Uncategorized

Default Link
Category

Lets you select the category that
WordPress defaults to any time you
forget to categorize a link.

Blogroll

Remote
Publishing

Lets you enable Atom Publishing
Protocol or one of the XML-RPC publishing interfaces that enable you to
post to your WordPress blog from a
remote Web site or desktop-publishing
application.

Disabled

Post via
E-Mail

Lets you publish blog posts from your
e-mail account by letting you enter the
e-mail and server information for the
account you’ll be using to send posts
to your WordPress blog.

N/A
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✓ A Comment Is Held for Moderation: This option lets you receive an
e-mail notification whenever a comment is awaiting your approval in the
comment moderation queue. (See Chapter 8 for more information about
the comment moderation queue.) You need to deselect this option if you
don’t want this notification.

Before a Comment Appears
The two options in the Before a Comment Appears section tell WordPress how
you want WordPress to handle comments before they appear in your blog:
✓ An Administrator Must Always Approve the Comment: Disabled by
default, this option keeps every single comment left on your blog in the
moderation queue until you, the administrator, log in and approve it.
Check this box to enable this option.
✓ Comment Author Must Have a Previously Approved Comment:
Enabled by default, this option requires comments posted by all firsttime commenters to be sent to the comment moderation queue for
approval by the administrator of the blog. After comment authors
have been approved for the first time, they remain approved for every
comment thereafter. WordPress stores their e-mail addresses in the
database, and any future comments that match any stored e-mails
are approved automatically. This feature is another measure that
WordPress has built in to combat comment spam.

Comment Moderation
In the Comment Moderation section, you can set options to specify what
types of comments are held in the moderation queue to await your approval.
To prevent spammers from spamming your blog with a ton of links check the
Hold a Comment in the Queue If It Contains X or More Links box. The default
number of links allowed is 2. Give that setting a try, and if you find that you’re
getting lots of spam comments with multiple links, you may want to revisit
this page and increase that number. Any comment with a higher number of
links goes to the comment moderation area for approval.
The large text box in the Comment Moderation section lets you type keywords, URLs, e-mail addresses, and IP addresses in comments that you want
to be held in the moderation queue for your approval.

Comment Blacklist
In this section, type a list of words, URLs, e-mail addresses, and/or IP
addresses that you want to flat-out ban from your blog. Items placed here
don’t even make it into your comment moderation queue; the WordPress
system filters them as spam. Let me just say that the words I have placed in
my blacklist are not family-friendly and have no place in a nice book like this.
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You can change the following settings on this page:
✓ Store Uploads in This Folder: Type the server path to the folder on your
Web server where you want your file uploads to be stored. The default is
wp-content/uploads. You can specify any folder you want, however;
just be sure that the folder you specify has permissions (chmod) set to
755 so that it is writeable. (See Chapter 6 for more information on setting file permissions.)
✓ Full URL Path to Files (optional): You can also type the full URL path to
the uploads folder as an optional setting. (The full URL path would be
something like http://yourdomain.com/wp-content/uploads.)
✓ Organize My Files into Month and Year-Based Folders: Select this
box to have WordPress organize your uploaded files in folders by
month and by year. Files you upload in January 2009, for example,
would be in the following folder: /wp-content/uploads/2009/01/.
Likewise, files you upload in February 2009 would be in /wp-content/
uploads/2009/02/.
This box is deselected by default; leave it that way if you do not want
WordPress to organize your files in month and year-based folders.
✓ Track Links’ Update Times: Check this box to have WordPress track
the update times on links that you have listed in your link lists. For this
feature to work, the blogs you have listed need to ping (or notify) an
update service such as blogrolling.com. WordPress can be configured to
display a special notation, such as an asterisk, for updated links in your
blogroll.
✓ Use Legacy my-hacks.php File Support: This feature, for small hacks, is
rarely used by anyone other than true WordPress code jockeys. If you
don’t know whether you are using the my-hacks.php file, you probably
aren’t and would be safer leaving it alone.
Click the Save Changes button to save your configured options.

Creating Your Personal Profile
The next place to visit to really personalize your blog is your profile page in
your WordPress Administration panel.
To access your profile page, click the down arrow to the right of the Users
menu; then click the Your Profile submenu link; you’re taken to the Profile
page (see Figure 7-21).
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✓ Widgets: This link opens the Widgets page where you can add, delete,
edit, and manage the widgets you use on your blog.
✓ Editor: This link opens the Theme Editor page where you can edit your
theme templates. Chapters 11, 12, and 13 have extensive information on
themes and templates.
✓ Header Image and Color: This link opens the Customize Header page;
however this menu item and page exist only if you have the WordPress
Default theme activated. The Default theme is activated on all new
WordPress blogs, which is why I’ve included this menu item in this list.
Not all WordPress themes use the Customize Header feature, so you
don’t see this menu item if your theme doesn’t take advantage of that
feature.
Chapter 11 gives you a great deal of information about how to use WordPress
themes (including where to find, install, and activate them in your WordPress
blog), as well as detailed information on using WordPress widgets to display
the content you want.
Part V provides information about WordPress themes and templates. You
can dig deep into WordPress template tags and tweak an existing WordPress
theme by using Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) to customize your theme a bit
more to your liking.

Plugins
The next menu in the navigation menu is Plugins. Click the Plugins menu to
expand the submenu of links:
✓ Installed: Click this link and open the Manage Plugins page where you
can view all the plugins currently installed on your blog. On this page,
you also have the ability to activate, deactivate, and delete plugins on
your blog (see Chapter 10). If you click the Plugins menu, you also go to
the Manage Plugins page.
✓ Add New: This link opens the Install Plugins page where can search
for plugins from the official WordPress Plugin Directory by keyword,
author, or tag. You can also install plugins directly to your blog from
the Plugin Directory — you find out all about this exciting feature in
Chapter 10!
✓ Editor: This link opens the Edit Plugins page where you can edit the
plugin files in a text editor. I very strongly advise against editing plugin
files unless you know what you are doing (read: you are familiar with
PHP and WordPress functions). Head over to Chapter 10 to read more
information on editing plugin files.
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By default, a blog post permalink in WordPress looks like this:
http://yourdomain.com/?p=100/
The p stands for post, and 100 is the ID assigned to the individual post. You
can leave the permalinks in this format, if you don’t mind letting WordPress
associate each post with an ID number.
WordPress, however, lets you take your permalinks to the beauty salon for a
bit of makeover so you can create pretty permalinks. I’ll bet you didn’t know
that permalinks could be pretty, did you? They certainly can. Allow me to
explain.

Making your post links pretty
Pretty permalinks are links that are more pleasing to the eye than standard
links and, ultimately, more pleasing to search-engine spiders. (See Chapter 14
for an explanation of why search engines like pretty permalinks.) Pretty permalinks look something like this:
http://yourdomain.com/2008/01/01/pretty-permalinks/
Break down that URL, and you see the date when the post was made, in
year/month/day format. You also see the topic of the post.
To choose how your permalinks look, click Permalinks in the Settings menu.
The Permalink Settings page opens (see Figure 8-8).
In this page, you find several options for creating permalinks:
✓ Default (ugly permalinks): WordPress assigns an ID number to each
blog post and creates the URL in this format: http://yourdomain.
com/?p=100.
✓ Day and Name (pretty permalinks): For each post, WordPress generates
a permalink URL that includes the year, month, day, and post slug/title:
http://yourdomain.com/2008/01/01/sample-post/.
✓ Month and Name (also pretty permalinks): For each post, WordPress
generates a permalink URL that includes the year, month, and post slug/
title: http://yourdomain.com/2008/01/sample-post/.
✓ Numeric (not so pretty): WordPress assigns a numerical value to the
permalink. The URL is created in this format: http://yourdomain.
com/archives/123.
✓ Custom Structure: WordPress creates permalinks in the format you
choose. You can create a custom permalink structure by using tags or
variables, as I discuss in the next section.
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Discovering the Many WordPress
RSS Options
In Chapter 2, you can read about RSS feed technology and why it’s an
important part of publishing your blog. Allow me to quote myself from that
chapter: For your blog readers to stay updated with the latest and greatest
content you post to your site, they need to subscribe to your RSS feed.
RSS feeds come in different flavors, including RSS 0.92, RDF/RSS 1.0, RSS
2.0, and Atom. The differences among them lie within the base code that
makes up the functionality of the syndication feed. What’s important is that
WordPress supports all versions of RSS — which means that anyone can subscribe to your RSS feed with any type of feed reader available.
I mention many times throughout this book that WordPress is very intuitive, and this section on RSS feeds is a shining example of a feature that
WordPress automates. WordPress has a built-in feed generator that works
behind the scenes to create feeds for you. This feed generator creates feeds
from your posts, comments, and even categories.
The RSS feed for your blog posts is autodiscoverable, which means that
almost all RSS feed readers and even some browsers (Firefox, Internet
Explorer 7, and Safari, for example) automatically detect the RSS feed URL for
a WordPress blog. Table 8-3 gives you some good guidelines on how to find
the RSS feed URLs for the different sections of your blog.

Table 8-3

URLs for Built-In WordPress Feeds

Feed Type

Example Feed URL

RSS 0.92

http://yourdomain.com/wp-rss.php or
http://yourdomain.com/?feed=rss

RDF/RSS 1.0

http://yourdomain.com/wp-rss2.php
or
http://yourdomain.com/?feed=rdf

RSS 2.0

http://yourdomain.com/wp-rss2.php
or
http://yourdomain.com/?feed=rss2

Atom

http://yourdomain.com/wp-atom.php
or
http://yourdomain.com/?feed=atom
(continued)
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Here are the options found underneath the Post text box:
✓ Excerpt: Excerpts are short summaries of your posts. Many bloggers
use snippets to show teasers of their blog posts, thereby encouraging the reader to click the Read More links to read the posts in their
entirety. Type your short summary in the Excerpt box. Excerpts can be
any length, in terms of words; however, the point is to keep it short and
sweet and tease your readers into clicking the Read More link.
✓ Send Trackbacks: I discuss trackbacks in Chapter 2, if you’d like to
refresh your memory banks on what they are. If you want to send a
trackback to another blog, enter the blog’s trackback URL in the Send
Trackbacks To box. You can send trackbacks to more than one blog; just
be sure to separate trackback URLs with spaces.
✓ Custom Fields: Custom fields add extra data to your posts and are fully
configurable by you.
✓ Discussion: Decide whether to let readers submit comments through
the comment system by checking Allow Comments on this Post box. By
default, the box is checked; uncheck it to disallow comments on this post.
Here are the options found to the right of the Post text box:
✓ Publish: These are the publishing options for your post, which I covered
in the “Publishing your post” section.
✓ Tags: Type your desired tags in the Add New Tag text box. Be sure to
separate each tag with a comma so that WordPress knows where each
tag begins and ends. Cats, Kittens, Feline represents three different tags,
for example, but without the commas, WordPress would consider those
three words to be one tag. See the sidebar “What are tags, and how/why
do I use them?” earlier in this chapter for more information on tags.
✓ Categories: You can file your posts in different categories to organize
them by subject. (See more about organizing your posts by category in
“Staying on Topic with Categories,” earlier in this chapter.) Check the box
to the left of the category you want to use. You can toggle between listing
all categories on your blog, or just the categories you use the most often
by clicking the All Categories or Most Used links, respectively. Don’t see
the category you need listed here? Click the + Add New Category link, and
you can add a category right there on the Add New Post page!
✓ Privacy Options: You can password-protect your post by creating a
password and entering it in this box. When you do, you can share the
password with only the readers you want to let read that post. This
feature is perfect for those times when you’d love to make a blog post
about all the stupid things your boss did today, but don’t want your
boss to see it (not that my boss ever does anything stupid; I’m just using
an obscure example!). This feature also hides the post from search
engines so that it doesn’t show up in search results. If you don’t want to
password-protect the post, leave this box blank.
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Akismet is the answer to combatting comment and trackback spam. Matt
Mullenweg of Automattic says Akismet is a “collaborative effort to make comment and trackback spam a non-issue and restore innocence to blogging, so
you never have to worry about spam again” (from the Akismet Web site at
http://akismet.com).
I’ve been blogging since 2002. I started blogging with the Movable Type blogging platform and moved to WordPress in 2003. As blogging became more
and more popular, comment and trackback spam became more and more
of a nuisance. One morning in 2004, I found that 2,300 pieces of disgusting
comment spam had been published to my blog. Something had to be done!
The folks at Automattic did a fine thing with Akismet. Since the emergence of
Akismet, I’ve barely had to think about comment or trackback spam except
for the few times a month I check my Akismet spam queue.
I talk in greater detail about plugin use in WordPress in Chapter 10, where
you find out how to activate Akismet and make sure that it is protecting your
blog from trackback and comment spam.
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To add an image from the Web after you click the Add an Image icon, follow
these steps:
1. Click the From URL tab in the Add an Image window.
The Add Media File from URL window opens.
2. Type the URL (Internet address) of the image in the Image URL
text box.
Type the full URL, including the http and www portion of the address.
You can easily find the URL of any image on the Web by right-clicking
(PC) or Control-clicking (Mac) and selecting Properties from the menu.
3. Type a title for the image in the Image Title text box.
4. (Optional) Type the caption of the image in the Image Caption text box.
The words you type here display underneath the image on your blog as
a caption.
5. Choose an alignment option by selecting the None, Left, Center, or
Right radio button.
6. Type the URL you want the image linked to.
Whatever option you choose determines where your readers go when
they click the image you’ve uploaded:
• None: You don’t want the image to be clickable.
• Link to Image: Readers can click through to the direct image itself.
7. Click the Insert into Post button.
To add an image from your own hard drive after you click the Add an Image
icon, follow these steps:
1. Click the From Computer tab and then click the Select Files button.
A dialog box opens from which you can select an image (or multiple
images) from your hard drive.
2. Select your image(s); then click Open.
The image is uploaded from your computer to your Web server.
WordPress displays a progress bar on the upload and displays an image
options box when the upload is finished.
3. Edit the details for the image(s) by clicking the Show link that appears
to the right of the image thumbnail.
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I discuss themes and templates in great detail in Part V. For purposes of
making sure that you have the correct image alignment for your newly
uploaded images, however, here is a quick-and-dirty method:
1. Click the Editor link in the Appearance menu.
The Edit Themes page opens. All the template files for your active theme
are listed on the right side of the page.
2. Click the Stylesheet template.
The Stylesheet (style.css) template opens in the text box on the left
side of the page.
3. Add your desired styles to the stylesheet.
Table 9-1 shows the styles you can add to your stylesheet to make sure that
image-alignment styling is present and accounted for in your theme.

Table 9-1

Styling Techniques for Image Alignment

Image Alignment

Add This to Your Stylesheet (style.css)

None

img.alignnone {float:none; margin:
5px 0 5px 0;}

Left

img.alignleft {float:left; margin:
5px 10px 5px 0px;}

Center

img.aligncenter {display:block;
float:none; margin: 5px auto;}

Right

img.alignright {float:right; margin:
5px 0 5px 10px;}

These styles are just examples of what you can do. Get creative with your
own styling. You find more information about using CSS (Cascading Style
Sheets) to add style to your theme(s) in Chapter 13.

Inserting a photo gallery
You can also use the WordPress image uploader to insert a full photo gallery
into your posts. Upload your images; then, instead of clicking the Insert into
Post button, click the Gallery tab at the top of the image uploader window
(refer to Figure 9-1). This tab displays thumbnails of all the images you have
uploaded for your post. Figure 9-4 shows that I have three images uploaded.
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Table 9-2 shows some gallery short codes that you can use to manually
set the display settings for your photo gallery.
5. (Optional) Change the order of appearance of the images in the gallery, as well as the markup (HTML tags or CSS selectors):
• captiontag: Change the markup that surrounds the image caption by altering the gallery short code. Here are some examples:
[gallery captiontag=”div”] places <div></div> tags
around the image caption (the <div> tag is considered a block
level element and creates a separate container for the content);
to have the gallery appear on a line of its own, the [gallery
captiontag=”p”] code places <p class=”gallerycaption”></p> tags around the image caption. The default
markup for the captiontag option is dd.
• icontag: Defines the HTML markup around each individual
thumbnail image in your gallery. Change the markup around the
icontag (thumbnail icon) of the image by altering the gallery
short code to something like [gallery icontag=”p”], which
places <p class=”gallery-icon”></p> tags around each
thumbnail icon. The default markup for icontag is dt.
• itemtag: Defines the HTML markup around each item in your
gallery. Change the markup around the itemtag (each item)
in the gallery by altering the gallery short code to something
like [gallery itemtag=”span”], which places <span
class=”gallery-item”></span> tags around each item in the
gallery. The default markup for the itemtag is dl.
• captiontag: Define the HTML markup around the image caption for each image in your gallery. Change the markup around
the captiontag (caption) for each image by altering the gallery
short code to something like [gallery captiontag=”p”],
which places <p></p> tags around the image caption. The default
markup for captiontag is dd.
• orderby: Defines the order that the images are displayed within
your gallery. Change the order used to display the thumbnails in
the gallery by altering the gallery short code to something like
[gallery orderby=”menu_order ASC”], which displays the
thumbnails in ascending menu order. Another parameter you can
use is ID_order ASC, which displays the thumbnails in ascending
order according to their IDs.
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2. Select the video file you want to upload, and click Open (or doubleclick the file).
You return to the file uploader window in WordPress, which shows a
progress bar while your video uploads. When the upload is complete, a
box containing several options drops down.
3. Type a title for the file in the Title text box.
4. Type a caption for the file in the Caption text box.
5. Type a description of the file in the Description text box.
6. Click the File URL button.
It provides a direct link in your post to the video file itself.
7. Click Insert into Post.
A link to the video is inserted into your post. WordPress doesn’t embed
a video player in the post; it inserts only a link to the video. Your blog
visitors click the link to load another page where the video can be
played.
Some great WordPress plugins for video handling can enhance the functionality of the file uploader and help you with video display in your blog posts.
Check out Chapter 10 for information on how to install and use WordPress
plugins in your blog.

WordPress video plugins
Here are a handful of great plugins:
✓ wordTube by Alex Rabe: This plugin creates a nice Flash video, YouTube-like player
when you insert video files within your
posts. No special HTML or programming
knowledge is needed. You can download
this plugin at http://wordpress.
org/extend/plugins/wordtube.
✓ Smart YouTube by Vladimir Prelovac:
This plugin lets you insert YouTube videos
into your blog posts, comments, and RSS
feeds. You can download it at http://
wordpress.org/extend/plugins/
smart-youtube.

✓ WP-Vidavee by Vidavee Labs: This video
player/video file management plugin
helps you upload, manage, organize, and
display the video files that you upload to
your blog. You can download this plugin at
http://wordpress.org/extend/
plugins/wp-vidavee-filmmanager.
✓ Video Embedder by Kristoffer Forsgren:
This plugin lets you embed videos from various sources, such as YouTube, MySpace,
and Viddler. You can download it at
http://wordpress.org/extend/
plugins/video-embedder.
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Inserting Audio Files into Your Blog Posts
Audio files can be music files or a recording of you speaking to your readers;
it adds a nice personal touch to your blog, and you can easily share audio
files on your blog through the use of the Upload Audio feature in WordPress.
After you’ve inserted an audio file in your blog posts, your readers can listen
to it on their computers or download it onto an MP3 player and listen to it on
their drives to work, if they want to.
Click the Add Audio icon on the Edit Post or Add New Post page, and follow
these steps to upload an audio file to your blog post:
1. Click the Choose Files to Upload button.
An Open dialog box opens.
2. Choose the file you want to upload, and click Open (or double-click
the file).
You return to the file uploader window in WordPress, which shows a
progress bar while your audio file uploads. When the upload is complete, a box containing several options drops down.
3. Type a title for the file in the Title text box.
4. Type a caption for the file in the Caption text box.
5. Type a description of the file in the Description text box.
6. Click the File URL button.
You can provide a direct link in your post to the video file itself.
7. Click Insert into Post.
A link to the audio file is inserted into your post. WordPress doesn’t
embed an actual audio player in the post; it only inserts a link to the
audio file. Visitors click the link to open another page where the audio
file can be played.
Some great WordPress plugins for audio handling can enhance the functionality of the file uploader and help you manage audio files in your blog posts.
Check out Chapter 10 for information on how to install and use WordPress
plugins in your blog.
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WordPress audio plugins
Here are a handful of great plugins:
✓ Audio Player by Martin Laine: This plugin
makes it easy to embed a nice Flash MP3
player in your blog posts. No special HTML
or programming knowledge is needed. You
can download the plugin at http://
wordpress.org/extend/plugins/
audio-player.
✓ 1 Bit Audio Player by Mark Wheeler:
This easy Flash MP3 player autodetects
MP3 files on your site and inserts a stylish
player so that your visitors can listen right

from your blog page. You can download it at
http://wordpress.org/extend/
plugins/1-bit-audio-player.
✓ Podcasting by Ronald Heft, Jr.: This plugin
supports several media formats and integrates into your WordPress uploading
section. Also, it automatically creates a
podcast RSS feed that your visitors can
easily subscribe to. You can download this
plugin at http://wordpress.org/
extend/plugins/podcasting.

Keeping Media Files Organized
If you’ve been running your blog for any length of time, you can easily forget
what files you’ve uploaded with the WordPress uploader. I used to have to
log in to my Web server via FTP and view the uploads directory to see what I
had in there.
Now, the WordPress Media Library makes it very convenient and easy to discover which files are in your uploads folder.
To find an image, video, or audio file that you’ve already uploaded using the
file uploader and use that file in a new post, follow these steps:
1. Click the Upload Media icon to open the file uploader window.
2. Click the Media Library link at the top.
You see all the files you’ve ever uploaded to your blog with the file
uploader feature (see Figure 9-6). Files you’ve uploaded through other
methods, like FTP, are not displayed in the Media Library.
3. Select the file you want to reuse, and click the Show link.
4. Set the options for that image: Title, Caption, Description, Link URL,
Order, Alignment, and Size.
5. Click the Insert into Post button.
The correct HTML code is inserted into the Post text box.
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✓ View media files. On the Manage Media page, click the thumbnail of
the file you’d like to view. The actual file opens in your Web browser. If
necessary, you can copy the permalink of the file from your browser’s
address bar.
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Finding Out What Plugins Are
A plugin is a small program that, when added to WordPress, interacts with
the software to provide some extensibility to the software. Plugins aren’t part
of the core software; they aren’t software programs either. They typically
don’t function as stand-alone software. They do require the host program
(WordPress, in this case) to function.
Plugin developers are the people who write these gems and share them with
the rest of us — usually, for free. Like WordPress, plugins are free to anyone
who wants to further tailor and customize his site to his own needs.
Although plugins are written and developed by people who have the set of
skills required to do so, I would say that the WordPress user community is
also largely responsible for the ongoing development of plugins. Ultimately,
the end users are the ones who put those plugins to the true test of the real
world in their own blogs. Those same users are also the first to speak up
and let the developers know when something isn’t working right, helping the
developers troubleshoot and fine-tune their plugins. The most popular plugins are created by developers who encourage open communication with the
user base. Overall, WordPress is one of those great open source projects in
which the relationship between developers and users fosters a creative environment that keeps the project fresh and exciting every step of the way.
Literally thousands of plugins are available for WordPress — certainly way
too many for me to list in this chapter alone. I could, but then you’d need
heavy machinery to lift this book off the shelf! So here are just a few examples of things that plugins let you add to your WordPress blog:
✓ E-mail notification: Your biggest fans can sign up to have an e-mail notification sent to them every time you update your blog.
✓ Submit your blog to social networking services: Allow your readers to
submit your blog posts to some of the most popular social networking
services, such as Digg, Technorati, and Del.icio.us.
✓ Stats program: Keep track of where your traffic is coming from; which
posts on your blog are the most popular; and how much traffic is
coming through your blog on a daily, monthly, and yearly basis.
Chapter 17 gives you a peek at some of the most popular plugins on the
scene today. In the meantime, this chapter takes you through the process of
finding plugins, installing them in your WordPress blog, and managing and
troubleshooting them.
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Getting the Most out of the Plugins
Included with WordPress
At this writing, WordPress packages two plugins with the installation files:
✓ Akismet: This plugin is essential.
✓ Hello Dolly: This plugin isn’t necessary to make your blog run smoothly,
but it adds some extra fun.

Akismet
I touch on Akismet a few times throughout this book. Why so much? It’s
my humble opinion that Akismet is the mother of all plugins and that no
WordPress blog is complete without a fully activated version of Akismet.
Apparently WordPress agrees, because the plugin has been packaged in every
WordPress software release since version 2.0. Akismet was created by the folks
at Automattic — the same folks who bring you the Sidebar Widgets plugin.
Akismet is the answer to comment and trackback spam. Matt Mullenweg
of Automattic says Akismet is a “collaborative effort to make comment and
trackback spam a non-issue and restore innocence to blogging, so you never
have to worry about spam again” (from the Akismet Web site at http://
akismet.com).
To use the plugin, follow these steps:
1. On the Manage Plugins page, click the Activate link to the right of the
Akismet plugin name and description.
A yellow box appears at the top of the page, saying: “Akismet is almost
ready. You must enter your WordPress.com API key for it to work” (see
Figure 10-5). An API key is a string of numbers and letters and functions
like a unique password given to you by WordPress.com; it’s the key
that allows your WordPress.org application to communicate with your
WordPress.com account.
2. Click the link in the yellow box to obtain your WordPress.com API key.
Clicking this link takes you the WordPress.com Web site. If you have an
account already, log in to it. If you don’t have an account on WordPress.
com, you need to create a WordPress.com account to get an API key.
(See Chapter 3 to find out how to create your own WordPress.com
account.) Although you have to create a WordPress.com account, you
don’t need to use it; you just need to get the API key.
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Uploading and Activating Plugins
Now you’re ready to upload the plugin files to your Web server. Connect to
your Web server via FTP. Locate the plugin files you just unpacked on your
hard drive. In the event that the plugin developer didn’t include a readme.
txt file with instructions, check the plugin developer’s page for specific
instructions on how to install the plugin in your WordPress blog. Specifically,
the documentation in the readme.txt file and/or on the plugin’s Web site
should address the following points:
✓ What directory on your Web server you upload the plugin files to.
✓ What to do if you need to change permissions for any of the plugin files
after you upload them to your Web server. (See Chapter 6 if you need
information on changing file permissions.)
✓ What to do if you need to set specific configurations in the plugin file to
make it work.
✓ What to do if you need to modify your theme template files to include
the plugin’s functions in your blog.

Uploading the files
Mark Jaquith left some nice instructions for you in the plugin zip file. Look for
the readme.txt file inside the zip files you download from his site.
To install the Subscribe to Comments plugin, follow these easy steps:
1. Double-click the subscribe-to-comments folder in the files you
downloaded and unpacked on your computer.
A folder opens, containing two files: subscribe-to-comments.php
and readme.txt. (You also see another folder called extras. This
folder contains the plugin installation instructions in two additional
formats: HTML [readme.html] and Microsoft PowerPoint
[subscribe-to-comments.pot].)
Figure 10-10 shows all the files and folders contained in the Subscribe to
Comments plugin.
2. Close the folder after you’ve determined that it contains all the necessary files.
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Understanding the Open
Source Environment
The WordPress software was built on an existing platform called b2. Matt
Mullenweg, co-founder of WordPress, was using b2 as a blogging platform
at the time the developer of that program abandoned it. What did this mean
for its users? It meant no more development unless someone somewhere
picked up the ball and continued with the platform. Enter Mullenweg and
WordPress.
Apply this same concept to plugin development, and you’ll understand that
plugins sometimes fall by the wayside and drop off the face of the Earth.
Unless someone takes over when the original developer loses interest, future
development of that plugin ceases. It’s important to understand that most
plugins are developed in an open source environment, which means a few
things for you, the end user:
✓ The developers who created your favorite plugin aren’t obligated to continue development. If they find a new hobby or simply tire of the work,
they can give it up completely. If no one picks up where they left off, you
can kiss that plugin goodbye if it doesn’t work with the latest WordPress
release.
✓ Developers of popular plugins generally are extremely good about
updating them when new versions of WordPress are released, or when a
security bug or flaw is discovered. Keep in mind, however, that no timetable exists for these developers to hold to. Many of these folks have
day jobs, classes, or families that can keep them from devoting as much
time to the project as you want them to.
✓ Beware of the pitfalls of falling in love with any particular WordPress
plugin, because in the world of plugin development, it’s easy come, easy
go. Try not to let your Web site become dependent on a plugin, and don’t
be surprised if a plugin you love doesn’t exist tomorrow. You can use
the plugin for as long as it continues to work for you, but when it stops
working (such as with a new WordPress release or a security exploit that
makes it unusable), you have a rough decision to make. You can
• Stop using the plugin, and try to find a suitable alternative.
• Hope that another developer takes over the project when the original developer discontinues his involvement.
• Try to find someone to provide a fix for you (in which case, you’ll
more than likely have to pay that someone for her time).
I don’t want to make the world of WordPress plugins sound like gloom and
doom, but I do think it’s very important for you to understand the dynamics
in play. Consider this section food for thought.
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Finding plugin resources
You can find more information here:
✓ Chapter 17 highlights ten popular plugins
available for WordPress and tells you
where to find them. Be sure to check out
that chapter to find some useful plugins.
✓ Lorelle VanFossen maintains a popular blog at http://lorelle.word
press.com. In this blog, she writes about
WordPress tips, tricks, and how-tos. Lorelle
dedicated an entire month to WordPress

plugins. The entire series, available at
http://lorelle.wordpress.
com/tag/wordpress-plugins, is a
great resource.
✓ Weblog Tools Collection keeps track of new
WordPress plugin releases and updates.
You can always find great information at
http://weblogtoolscollection.
com/archives/category/word
press-plugins.
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Free WordPress themes, such as those I discuss in Chapter 18, are popular
because of their appealing designs and their ease of installation and use.
They’re great tools to use when you launch your new blog, and if you dabble
a bit in graphic design and CSS (Cascading Style Sheets), you can customize one of the free WordPress themes to fit your own needs. (See Chapter 13
for some resources and tools for templates and template tags, as well as a
few great CSS references.) Also see the nearby sidebar “Are all WordPress
themes free?” for information about free versus premium themes.
By using free themes, you can have your blog up and running with a new
design — without the help of a professional — pretty fast. And with thousands of themes available, you can change your theme as often as you want.
Chapter 15 presents information on hiring blog professionals, if you decide
later that you want a more customized theme for your blog.

Finding free themes
Finding the theme that fits you best may take some time, but with thousands
available, you’ll eventually find one that suits you. Trying out several free
themes is like trying on different “outfits” for your blog. You can change outfits as needed until you find just the right theme.
In July 2008, WordPress launched the official WordPress Theme Directory at
http://wordpress.org/extend/themes (see Figure 11-1).

Are all WordPress themes free?
Not all WordPress themes are created equal,
and it’s important for you, the user, to know the
difference between free and premium themes:
✓ Free: These themes are free, period. You
can download and use them on your Web
site at absolutely no cost. It’s a courtesy to
include a link to the designer in the footer of
your blog — but you can even remove that
link if you want to.
✓ Premium: These themes cost money. You
usually find premium themes available for

download only after you’ve paid anywhere
from $10 to $500. The designer feels that
these themes are a cut above the rest and,
therefore, are worth the money you spend
for them. Generally, you’re not allowed
to remove any designer-credit links that
appear in these themes, and you’re not
allowed to redistribute the themes. (Note:
You won’t find premium themes in the official WordPress Theme Directory.) I provide information on where to find premium
themes at the end of this chapter.
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This tag pulls the tagline directly from the one that you’ve set up in the
Administration panel.
This example shows how WordPress is intuitive and user-friendly; you can
do things such as changing the blog name and tagline with a few keystrokes
in the Administration panel. Changing your options in the Administration
panel creates the change on every page of your site — no coding experience
required. Beautiful, isn’t it?
In the Kubrick template, these tags are surrounded by tags that look like
these: <h1></h1> or <h4></h4>. These tags are <header> tags, which
define the look and layout of the blog name and tagline in the CSS of your
theme. I cover CSS further in Chapter 13.

The Main Index template
The Main Index template drags your blog posts out of the MySQL database
and inserts them into your blog. This template is to your blog what the dance
floor is to a nightclub — where all the action happens.
The filename of the Main Index template is index.php. You can find it in the
/wp-content/themes/ folder.
The first template tag in the Main Index template calls in the Header template, meaning that it pulls the information from the Header template into the
Main Index template, as follows:
<?php get_header(); ?>
Your theme can work without calling in the Header template, but it’ll be missing several essential pieces — the CSS and the blog name and tagline, for
starters. Without the call to the Header template, your blog will resemble the
image shown in Figure 12-5.

The Loop
I’m not talking about America’s second-largest downtown business district,
originating at the corner of State and Madison streets in Chicago. I could
write about some interesting experiences I’ve had there . . . but that would be
a different book.
The Loop in this case is a function that WordPress uses to display the posts
on your blog. The Loop has a starting point and an ending point; anything
placed in between is used to display each post, including any HTML, PHP, or
CSS tags and codes.
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If, then, and else
In our daily lives, we deal with if, then, else situations every day, as in these examples:

✓ IF it’s warm outside, THEN I’ll take a walk,
or ELSE I’ll stay in.

✓ IF I have a dollar, THEN I’ll buy coffee, or
ELSE I’ll drink water.

✓ IF I understand this code, THEN I’ll be
happy, or ELSE I’ll rip my hair out.

The Sidebar template
The filename of the Sidebar template is sidebar.php. Typically, the sidebar is displayed on the right or left side of your WordPress template. In the
default Kubrick theme, the sidebar is displayed on the right side of the template (refer to Figure 12-3).
Similarly to the Header template, the Sidebar template is called into the Main
Index template with this function:
<?php get_sidebar(): ?>
This code calls the Sidebar template and all the information it contains into
your blog page. Chapter 14 addresses some additional ways you can call in
the Sidebar template, including having multiple Sidebar templates and using
an include statement to pull them into the Main Index template.
In the “Using Tags with Parameters for Sidebars,” section later in this chapter,
you find information on template tags to use in the sidebar to display the usual
sidebar elements, such as a list of the most recent posts or a list of categories.

The Footer template
The filename of the Footer template is footer.php. Usually, the footer sits
at the bottom of the page (refer to Figure 12-3) and contains brief information
about the site, such as copyright statements, credits to the theme designer
or hosting company, or even a list of links to other pages within the site.
The default Kubrick theme shows site ownership information and RSS feed
links for the blog. You can use the footer to include all sorts of information
about your site, however; you don’t have to restrict it to small bits of information. In this chapter, I cover the typical footer that you see in the default
Kubrick theme.
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Table 12-4 (continued)
Tag

Function

<?php the_
permalink(); ?>

Displays the permalink (URL) of the post.

<?php the_
author(); ?>

Displays the post author’s name.

<?php the_author_
link(); ?>

Displays the URL of the post author’s site.

<?php the_
content(‘Read
More...’); ?>

Displays the content of the post. (If you use an
excerpt [below], the words Read More appear
and are linked to the individual post page.)

<?php the_
excerpt(); ?>

Displays an excerpt (snippet) of the post.

<?php the_
category(‘,’); ?>

Displays the category (or categories) assigned
to the post. If the post is assigned to multiple
categories, they’ll be separated by commas.

<?php comments_
popup_link(‘No
Comments’,
‘Comment (1)’,
‘Comments(%)’); ?>

Displays a link to the comments, along with the
comment count for the post in parentheses. (If
no comments exist, it displays a No Comments
message.)

<?php next_posts_
link(‘&laquo;
Previous Entries’) ?>

Displays the words Previous Entries linked to the
previous page of blog entries.*

<?php previous_
posts_link(‘Next
Entries &raquo;’) ?>

Displays the words Next Entries linked to the
next page of blog entries.*

* These two tags aren’t like the others. You don’t place these tags in The Loop; instead, you insert
them after The Loop but before the if statement ends. Here’s an example:

<?php
<?php
<?php
<?php

endwhile; ?>
next_posts_link(‘&laquo; Previous Entries’) ?>
previous_posts_link(‘Next Entries &raquo;’) ?>
endif; ?>

Putting a Theme Together
In this section, you put together the guts of a Main Index template by using
the information on templates and tags I’ve provided so far in this chapter.
You create a new WordPress theme, using some of the basic templates
included in the default Kubrick theme. The first steps in pulling everything
together are as follows:
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3. Type <?php while (have_posts()) : the_post(); ?>.
This template tag starts The Loop.
4. Type <a href=”<?php the_permalink(); ?>”><?php the_
title(); ?></a>.
This tag tells your blog to display the title of a post that’s clickable
(linked) to the URL of the post.
5. Type Posted on <?php the_date(); ?> at <?php the_
time(); ?>.
This template tag displays the date and time when the post was made.
With these template tags, the date and time format are determined by
the format you set in the Administration panel.
6. Type Posted in <?php the_category(‘,’); ?>.
This template tag displays a comma-separated list of the categories to
which you’ve assigned the post — Posted in: category 1, category 2, for
example.
7. Type <?php the_content(‘Read More..’); ?>.
This template tag displays the actual content of the blog post. The
‘Read More..’ portion of this tag tells WordPress to display the
words Read More, which are clickable (hyperlinked) to the post’s permalink, where the reader can read the rest of the post in its entirety. This
tag applies when you’re displaying a post excerpt, as determined by the
actual post configuration in the Administration panel.
8. Type Posted by: <?php the_author(); ?>.
This template tag displays the author of the post in this manner: Posted
by: Lisa Sabin-Wilson.
9. Type <?php comments_popup_link(‘No Comments’, ‘1
Comment’, ‘% Comments’); ?>.
This template tag displays the link to the comments for this post, along
with the number of comments.
10. Type <?php comments_template(); ?>.
This template tag calls in the Comments template (comments.php). All
code and information in the Comments template is pulled into the Main
Index template at this point. The Comments template is displayed only
on the single post page, however, not on the front page of your blog site.
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11. Type <?php endwhile; ?>.
This template tag ends The Loop and tells WordPress to stop displaying
blog posts here. WordPress knows exactly how many times The Loop
needs to work, based on the setting in the WordPress Administration
panel. That’s exactly how many times WordPress will execute The Loop.
12. Type <?php next_posts_link(‘&laquo; Previous
Entries’); ?>.
This template tag displays a clickable link to the previous page of blog
entries, if any.
13. Type <?php previous posts link(‘&raquo; Next
Entries’); ?>.
This template tag displays a clickable link to the next page of blog
entries, if any.
14. Type <?php else : ?>.
This template tag refers to the if question asked in Step 2. If the answer
to that question is no, this step provides the else statement — IF this
blog has posts, THEN list them here (Step 2 and Step 3), or ELSE display
the following message.
15. Type Not Found. Sorry, but you are looking for something that isn’t here.
This is the message followed by the template tag that is displayed after
the else statement from Step 14. You can reword this statement to have
it say whatever you want.
16. Type <?php endif; ?>.
This template tag ends the if statement from Step 2.
17. Type <?php get_sidebar(); ?>.
This template tag calls in the Sidebar template and pulls that information into the Main Index template. (See the “Using Tags with Parameters
for Sidebars” section later in this chapter, for further descriptions of
tags for this template.)
18. Type <?php get_footer(); ?>.
This template tag calls in the Footer template and pulls that information into the Main Index template. Note: The code in the footer.php
template ends the <body> and the <html> tags that were started in the
Header template (header.php).
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In this section, I give you the template tags for the items commonly placed
in the sidebar of a blog. I say “commonly placed” because it’s possible to get
creative with these template tags and place them in other locations (the Footer
template, for example). To keep this introduction to sidebar template tags
simple, I stick with the most common use, leaving the creative and uncommon
uses to you to try when you’re comfortable with building the basics.
This section also introduces tag parameters, which are additional options you
can include in the tag to control some of its display properties. Not all template tags have parameters. You place tag parameters inside the parentheses
of the tag. Many of the parameters discussed in this section were obtained
from the WordPress software documentation in the WordPress Codex at
http://codex.wordpress.org.
Table 12-5 helps you understand the three variations of parameters used by
WordPress.

Table 12-5

Three Variations of Template Parameters

Variation

Description

Example

Tags without
parameters

These tags have no additional
options available. Tags without
parameters have nothing within
the parentheses.

the_tag();

Tags with PHP
function-style
parameters

These tags have a commaseparated list of values placed
within the tag parentheses.

the_tag
(‘1,2,3’);

Tags with querystring parameters

These types of tags generally have
several available parameters. This
tag style enables you to change the
value for each parameter without
being required to provide values for
all available parameters for the tag.

the_tag
(‘parameter=
true);

You need to know these three types of parameters:
✓ String: A line of text that can be anything from a single letter to a long
list of words. A string is placed between single quotation marks and sets
an option for the parameter or is displayed as text.
✓ Integer: A positive or negative number. Integers are placed within the
parentheses and either inside or outside single quotation marks. Either
way, they’ll be processed correctly.
✓ Boolean: Sets the parameter options to true or false. This parameter
can be numeric (0=false and 1=true) or textual. Boolean parameters
aren’t placed within quotation marks.
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Parameter

Type

Description and Values

sort_
column

string

Sorts pages with one of the following options:
‘post_title’ — Sorts alphabetically by page title
(default).
‘menu_order’ — Sorts by page order (the order
in which they appear in the Manage tab and Pages
subtab of the Administration panel).
‘post_date’ — Sorts by the date on which pages
were created.
‘post_modified’ — Sorts by the time when the
page was last modified.
‘post_author’ — Sorts by author, according to
the author ID #.
‘post_name’ — Sorts alphabetically by the post slug.

Exclude

string

Lists the numeric page ID numbers, separated by
commas, that you want to exclude from the page list
display (for example, ‘exclude=10, 20, 30’).
There is no default value.

Depth

integer

Uses a numeric value for how many levels of pages
are displayed in the list of pages. Possible options:
0 — Displays all pages, including main and subpages
(default).
-1 — Shows subpages but doesn’t indent them in the
list display.
1 — Shows only main pages (no subpages).

show_
date

string

Displays the date when the page was created or last
modified. Possible options:
‘ ‘ — Displays no date (default).
‘modified’ — Displays the date when the page
was last modified.
‘created’ — Displays the date when the page was
created.

date_
format

string

Sets the format of the date to be displayed. Defaults
to the date format configured in the Options tab and
General subtab of the Administration panel.

title_
li

string

Types text for the heading of the page list. Defaults to
display the text: “Pages”. If value is empty (‘’), no
heading is displayed; for example, ‘title_li=My
Pages” displays the heading My Pages above the
page list.
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Table 12-7 (continued)
Parameter and
Type

Possible
Values

Example

category_
name
(string)
Displays only the
link categories
specified by name;
if none is specified,
all link categories
are shown.

Text of the category names
separated by
commas.

<?php wp_list_
bookmarks(‘category_
name=books’); >
Displays only the links from the Books
category.

category_
orderby
(string)
Sorts the order
in which links
are displayed on
your site.

Name
id

<?php wp_list_
bookmarks(‘category_
orderby=name’); ?>
Displays the link categories alphabetically by name.

title_li
(string)
Text title appears
above the link list.

bookmarks
If left blank,
no title is displayed.

<?php wp_list_
bookmarks(‘title_
li=Links’); ?>
Displays the Links header.
<?php wp_list_
bookmarks(‘title_li=’);
?> Displays no heading.

title_before
(string)
Formatting to
appear before
the category
title — only if the
‘categorize’
parameter is set to
1 (true).

<h2>

<?php wp_list_
bookmarks(‘title_
before=’<strong>’); ?>
Inserts the <strong> HTML tag in
front of the link category title.

title_after
(string)
Formatting to
appear after
the category
title — only if the
‘categorize’
parameter is set to
1 (true).

</h2>

<?php wp_list_
bookmarks(‘title_
after=’</strong>’); ?>
Inserts the </strong> HTML tag
after the link category title.
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Parameter and
Type

Possible
Values

Example

Include
(string)
Lists link ID numbers, separated
by commas, to
include in the display.

If no ID numbers are listed,
displays all
links.

<?php wp_list_bookmarks
(‘include=”1,2,3’); ?>
Displays only links with the IDs of 1,
2, and 3.

Exclude
(string)
List of link ID numbers, separated
by commas, to
exclude from the
display.

If no ID numbers are listed,
all links are
displayed.

<?php wp_list_bookmarks
(‘exclude=’4,5,6’); ?>
Displays all links except for the links
with IDs of 4, 5, and 6.

Orderby
(string)
Tells WordPress
how your link lists
will be sorted.

name
id
url
target
descriptions
owner
rating
updated
rel (XFN)
notes
length
rand (random)

<?php wp_list_bookmarks
(‘orderby=rand’); >
Displays the links in random order.
<?php wp_list_bookmarks
(‘orderby=’id’); ?>
Displays the links in order by ID
number.

Before
(string)
Formatting to
appear before
each link in the list.

<li>

<?php wp_list_bookmarks
(‘before=<strong>’); ?>
Inserts the <strong> HTML tag
before each link in the list.

After
(string)
Formatting to
appear after each
link in the list.

</li>

<?php wp_list_bookmarks
(‘after=</strong’); ?>
Inserts the </strong> HTML tag
after each link in the list.

Here are a couple of examples of tags used to set a link list.
The following tag displays a list of links in the category ID of 2 and orders
that list by the length of the link name (shortest to longest):
<?php wp_list_bookmarks(‘categorize=1&category=2&orderby=length’); ?>
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This next tag displays only the list of links in a category (the Espresso
category, in this example):
<?php wp_list_bookmarks(‘category_name=Espresso’); ?>

Post archives
The <?php wp_get_archives(); ?> template tag displays the blog post
archives in a number of ways, using the parameters and values shown in Table
12-8. Again, values that appear in bold are the default values set by WordPress.
Here are just a few examples of what you can produce with this template tag:
✓ Display the titles of the last 15 posts you’ve made to your blog.
✓ Display the titles of the posts you’ve made in the past ten days.
✓ Display a monthly list of archives.

Table 12-8

Most Common Parameters (Query-String)
for wp_get_archives();

Parameter and Type

Possible Values

Example

Type

monthly
daily
weekly
postbypost

<?php wp_get_
archives(‘type
=postbypost’); ?>
Displays the titles of the
most recent blog posts.

format
(string)
Formats the display
of the links in the
archive list.

html — Surrounds the
links with <li> </li>
tags.
option — Places
archive list in drop-down
menu format.
link — Surrounds the
links with <link> </
link> tags.
custom — Use your
own HTML tags, using
the before and after
parameters.

<?php wp_get_
archives
(‘format=
html’); ?>
Displays the list of
archive links where each
link is surrounded by the
<li> </li> HTML
tags.

limit
(integer)
Limits the number of
archives to display.

If no value, all are
displayed.

<?php wp_get_
archives
(‘limit=10’); ?>
Displays the last 10
archives in a list.

(string)
Determines the type
of archive to display.
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Parameter and Type

Possible Values

Example

before
(string)
Places text or formatting before the link in
the archive list when
using the custom
parameter.

No default.

<?php wp_get_
archives
(‘before=
<strong>’); ?>
Inserts the <strong>
HTML tag before each
link in the archive link list.

after
(string)
Inserts text or formatting after the link in
the archive list when
using the custom
parameter.

No default.

<?php wp_get_
archives
(‘after=</
strong>’); ?>
Inserts the </strong>
HTML tag after each link
in the archive link list.

show_post_
count
(Boolean)
This value displays
the number of posts
in the archive. You
would use this if you
use the ‘type’ of
monthly.

true or 1
false or 0

<? wp_get_
archives
(‘show_post_
count=1’); ?>
Displays the number of
posts in each archive
after each archive link.

Here are a couple of examples of tags used to display blog post archives.
This tag displays a linked list of monthly archives (for example, January 2008,
February 2008, and so on).
<?php wp_get_archives(‘type=monthly’); ?>
This next tag displays a linked list of the 15 most recent blog posts:
<?php wp_get_archives(‘type=postbypost&limit=15’); ?>

Categories
WordPress lets you create categories and assign posts to a specific category
(or multiple categories). Categories provide an organized navigation system
that helps you and your readers find posts you’ve made on certain topics.
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The <?php wp_list_categories(); ?> template tag lets you display a
list of your categories by using the available parameters and values. (Table
12-9 shows some of the most popular parameters.) Each category is linked
to the appropriate category page that lists all the posts you’ve assigned to it.
The values that appear in bold are the default values set by WordPress.

Table 12-9

Most Common Parameters (Query-String)
for wp_list_categories();

Parameter and Type

Possible
Values

Example

Orderby
(string)
Determines how the
category list will be
ordered.

ID
name

<?php wp_list_categories
(‘orderby=name’); ?>
Displays the list of categories by name,
alphabetically, as they appear in the
Administration panel.

Style
(string)
Determines the
format of the category list display.

List
none

<?php wp_list_categories
(‘style=list’); ?>
Displays the list of category links where
each link is surrounded by the <li>
</li> HTML tags.
<?php wp_list_categories
(‘style=none’); ?>
Displays the list of category links with a
simple line break after each link.

show_count
(Boolean)
Determines whether
to display the post
count for each listed
category.

true or 1
false or 0

<?php wp_list_categories
(‘show_count=1’); ?>
Displays the post count, in parentheses,
after each category list. Espresso
(10), for example, means that there
are ten posts in the Espresso category.

hide_empty
(Boolean)
Determines whether
empty categories
should be displayed
in the list (meaning
a category with zero
posts assigned to it).

true or 1
false or 0

<?php wp_list_categories
(‘hide_empty=0’); ?>
Displays only those categories that currently have posts assigned to them.

Feed
(string)
Determines whether
the RSS feed should
be displayed for each
category in the list.

rss
Default is
no feeds
displayed.

<?php wp_list_categories
(‘feed=rss’); ?>
Displays category titles with an RSS link
next to each one.
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Parameter and Type

Possible
Values

Example

feed_image
(string)
Provides the path/
filename for an image
for the feed.

No default.

<?php wp_list_
categories(‘feed_image=/
wp-content/images/feed.
gif’); ?>
Displays the feed.gif image for
each category title. This image is linked
to the RSS feed for that category.

hierarchical
(Boolean)
Determines whether
the child categories
should be displayed
after each parent
category in the category link list.

true or 1
false or 0

<?php wp_list_categories
(‘hierarchical=0’); ?>
Doesn’t display the child categories
after each parent category in the
category list.

Here are a couple of examples of tags used to display a list of your categories.
This example, with its parameters, displays a list of categories sorted by
name without showing the number of posts made in each category and displays the RSS feed for each category title:
<?php wp_list_categories(‘orderby=name&show_count=0&feed=RSS’); ?>

This example, with its parameters, displays a list of categories sorted by
name with the post count showing and shows the subcategories of every
parent category:
<?php wp_list_categories(‘orderby=name&show_count=1&hierarchical=1’); ’>

Checking Out Miscellaneous
but Useful Template Tags
In this chapter, I’ve picked the most common template tags to get you started.
You can find all the rest of the template tags in the WordPress Codex at this URL:
http://codex.wordpress.org/Template_Tags
A few miscellaneous tags aren’t included in the preceding sections, but I want
to mention here briefly because they’re helpful and sometimes fun. Table
12-10 lists some of these tags, their locations in the templates where they’re
commonly used, and their purposes.
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Table 12-10

Some Useful Template Tags for WordPress

Tags Used in the Comments Template (comments.php)
Tag

Function

<?php comment_
author(); ?>

Displays the comment author’s name.

<?php comment_
author_link(); ?>

Displays the comment author’s name, linked to the author’s
Web site if a URL was provided in the comment form.

<?php comment_
text(); ?>

Displays the text of a comment.

<?php comment_
date() ?>

Displays the date when a comment was published.

<?php comment_
time(); ?>

Displays the time when a comment was published.

<?php echo get_
avatar(); ?>

Displays the Gravatar of the comment author (see
Chapter 7).

<?php previous_
comments_link() ?>

Displays navigation links to the previous page of comments, if you’re using paged comments (see Chapter 7).

<?php next_comments_link() ?>

Displays navigation links to the next page of comments, if
you’re using paged comments (see Chapter 7).

Tags Used to Display RSS Feeds
Tag

Function

<?php bloginfo
(‘rss2_url’); ?>

Displays the URL of the RSS feed for your blog.
Usually surrounded by the a href HTML tag to provide
a hyperlink to the RSS feed:
<a href=” <?php bloginfo(‘rss2_url’);
?>”>RSS Feed</a>

<?php bloginfo
(‘comments_rss2_
url’); ?>

Displays the URL of the RSS feed for your comments.
Usually surrounded by the a href HTML tag to provide
a hyperlink to the comments RSS feed:
<a href=” =”<?php bloginfo(‘comments_
rss2_url’); ?>”>Comments RSS</a>

Tags Used to Display Author Information
Tag

Function

<?php the_author_
description(); ?>

Pulls the information from the author bio located in the
About Yourself section of your profile in the Administration
panel, and displays that information in the blog.
Pulls the author’s e-mail address from the author profile
in the Administration panel.

<?php the_author_
email(); ?>

You can find additional hints, tips, and tricks on creative uses of WordPress
templates and template tags in Chapters 13 and 14.
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CSS
Selector

Description

HTML

CSS

h1,
h3,
h3,
h4

Provide bold
headers for different sections
of your site

<h1>This is
a site title
</h1>

h1 {fontweight: bold;}

a

Defines how text
links display in
your site

<a href=
”http://wiley.
com”>Wiley
Publishing</a>

a {color: red}

The fonts surrounded
by the <h1>..</
h1> HTML tags will
be bold.

All text links appear
in red.

Classes and IDs
Look at the stylesheet for the Default WordPress theme (see Figure 13-1).
Everything in it may look foreign to you right now, but I want to bring your
attention to two items:
✓ #page: One type of CSS selector. The hash mark (#) indicates that it’s a
CSS ID.
✓ .narrowcolumn: Another type of CSS selector. The period (.) indicates
that it’s a CSS class.
IDs and classes define styling properties for different sections of your
WordPress theme. Table 13-2 shows examples of IDs and classes from the
header.php template in the Default WordPress theme. Armed with this
information, you’ll know where to look in the stylesheet when you want to
change the styling for a particular area of your theme.

Table 13-2

Connecting HTML with CSS Selectors

HTML

CSS Selector

Description

<div id=”page”>

#page

Styles the elements for the page
ID in your template(s)
In this case, the CSS selector
name is page.

<div id=
”header”>

#header

Styles the elements for the
header ID in your template(s)

<div id=
”headerimg”>

#headerimg

Styles the elements for the headerimg ID in your template(s)

<div class=
”description”>

.description

Styles the elements for your
description class in your template(s)
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Creating the static page
To have a static page display on the front page of your site, you need to
create that page. Follow these steps:
1. Click the Add New link on the Pages menu.
The Add New Page page opens where you can write a new page to your
WordPress blog, as shown in Figure 14-3. (Check out Chapter 7 for the
difference between a page and a post in WordPress.)
2. In the Title text box, type a title for the page.
3. Type the content of your page in the text box.
4. Set the options for this page.
I explain all these options in Chapter 7.
5. Click the Publish button.
The page is saved to your database and published to your WordPress
site with its own, individual URL (or permalink). The URL for the static
page consists of your blog URL and the title of the page. For example, if
you titled your page “About Me,” then the URL of the page is http://
yourdomain.com/about-me. (See Chapter 8 for more information
about permalinks.)
Note that the Page Template option is set to Default Template. This setting
tells WordPress that you want to use the default page template (page.php
in your theme template files) to format the page you’re creating. The default
template is the default setting for all pages you create; assigning a page to a
different template is something I discuss in the “Defining specific templates
for static pages” section in this chapter.

Assigning a static page as the front page
Next, you need to tell WordPress that you want the static page to serve as
the front page of your site. Follow these steps:
1. Click the Reading link on the Settings menu to display the Reading
Settings page.
2. In the Front Page Displays section, select the A Static Page radio
button.
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If you visit Google’s search engine page at http://google.com and
do a search using the keywords WordPress blog design, my own site at
E.Webscapes is in the top five search results for those keywords (at least,
it is as I’m writing this chapter). Those results can change from day to day,
so by the time you read this book, someone else may very well have taken
over that coveted position. The reality of chasing those high-ranking search
engine positions is that they’re here today, gone tomorrow.
The goal of search engine optimization is to make sure that your site ranks
as high as possible for the keywords that you think people will use to find
your site. After you attain those high-ranking positions, the next goal is to
keep them. Check out Search Engine Optimization For Dummies, by Peter Kent
(Wiley Publishing) for some valuable information on keeping those high rankings through ongoing optimization of your site.
WordPress is equipped to create an environment that is friendly to search
engines, giving them easy navigation through your archives, categories, and
pages. This environment is provided by a clean code base, content that is easily
updated through the WordPress interface, and a solid navigation structure.
To extend search engine optimization even further, you can tweak five elements of your WordPress posts, pages, and templates:
✓ Custom permalinks: Use custom permalinks, rather than the default
WordPress permalinks, to fill your post and page URLs with valuable keywords. Check out Chapter 8 for information on WordPress permalinks.
✓ Posts and page titles: Create descriptive titles for your blog posts and
pages to provide rich keywords in your site.
✓ Text: Fill your blog posts and pages with keywords for search engines to
find and index. Keeping your site updated with descriptive text and phrases
helps the search engines find keywords to associate with your site.
✓ Category names: Use descriptive names for the categories you create in
WordPress to place great keywords right in the URL for those category
pages, if you use custom permalinks.
✓ Images and ALT tags: Place <ALT> tags in your images to further define
and describe the images on your site. You can accomplish this task
easily by using the description field in the WordPress image uploader.

Planting keywords in your Web site
If you’re interested in a higher ranking for your site, I strongly recommend
using custom permalinks. By using custom permalinks, you’re automatically
inserting keywords into the URLs of your posts and pages, letting search
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If you give the post the title WordPress For Dummies: My Review, you
provide keywords in the title, and (if you’re using custom permalinks)
WordPress automatically inserts those keywords into the URL, giving the
search engines a triple keyword play:
✓ Keywords exist in your blog post title.
✓ Keywords exist in your blog post URL.
✓ Keywords exist in the content of your post.

Writing content with readers in mind
When you write your posts and pages, and want to make sure that your content appears in the first page of search results so that people will find your site,
you need to keep those people in mind when you’re composing the content.
When search engines visit your site to crawl through your content, they
aren’t seeing how nicely designed your site is. What they’re looking for are
words — which they’re grabbing to include in their databases. You, the
site owner, want to make sure that your posts and pages use the words and
phrases that you want to include in search engines.
If your post is about a recipe for fried green tomatoes, for example, you need
to add a keyword or phrase that you think people will use when they search
for the topic. If you think people would use the phrase recipe for fried green
tomatoes as a search term, you may want to include that phrase in the content and title of your post.
A title such as A Recipe I Like isn’t as effective as a title such as A Recipe for
Fried Green Tomatoes, right? Including it in your post or page content gives
the search engines a double keyword whammy.
Here’s another example: I once wrote a post about a rash that I developed
on my finger, under my ring. I wrote that post well over a year ago, not
really meaning to attract a bunch of people to that particular post. However,
it seems that many women around the world suffer from the same rash,
because a year later, that post still gets at least one comment a week. When
people do a Google search using the keywords rash under my wedding ring,
out of a possible 743,000 results returned, my blog post appears in the number-one slot, as shown in Figure 14-15.
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Table 14-2

Resources from the WordPress Codex

Title

Location

Description

Creating a Static
Front Page

http://codex.
wordpress.org/
Creating_a_
Static_Front_
Page

You don’t want your blog to be
on the front page of your site?
That’s possible with a static
front page.

Category
Templates

http://codex.
wordpress.
org/Category_
Templates

WordPress lets you create a
unique page for each category
in the blog.

Template Tags /
Query Posts

http://codex.
wordpress.org/
Template_Tags/
query_posts

Use the query_posts tag to
create dynamic content.

Using Custom
Fields

http://codex.
wordpress.org/
Using_Custom_
Fields

WordPress lets post authors
assign custom fields to a post.
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Developers
The WordPress motto sits at the bottom of the WordPress home page:
Code is poetry.
And no one knows this better than the extremely talented blog developers out
there today, including the members of the core WordPress development team.
A developer can take some of the underlying code, make a little magic happen
between PHP and the MySQL database that stores the content of your blog,
and create a dynamic display of that content for you. Most likely, you will contact a developer when you want to do something with your blog that is a little
out of the ordinary, and you can’t find a plugin that does the trick.
If you’ve gone through all the available WordPress plugins and still can’t find
the exact function that you want your WordPress blog to perform, get hold
of one of these folks. Explain what you need. The developer can tell whether
it can be done, whether she is available to do it, and how much it will cost
(don’t forget that part!). You may recognize some of the names in Table 15-3
as the developers/authors of some popular WordPress plugins.

Table 15-3

Established WordPress Developers

Who They Are

Where You Can Find Them

Mark Jaquith

http://coveredwebservices.com

Alex King

http://crowdfavorite.net

Dougal Campbell

http://dougal.gunters.org

Brian Layman

http://thecodecave.com

Nich Ohrn

http://plugin-developer.com

Consultants
Blog consultants may not be able to do any design or coding work for your
blog, but they’re probably connected to people who can. Consultants can
help you achieve your goals for your blog in terms of online visibility, marketing plans, and search engine optimization. Most of these folks can help you
find out how to make money with your blog and connect you with various
advertising programs. Quite honestly, you can do what blog consultants do
by investing just a little time and research in these areas. As with design and
coding, however, figuring everything out and then implementing it takes time.
Sometimes, it’s easier — and more cost effective — to hire a professional
than to do it yourself.
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Who hires blog consultants? Typically, a business that wants to incorporate a
blog into its existing Web site or a business that already has a blog but wants
help in taking it to the next level. Table 15-4 lists some people and organizations that offer this kind of consulting.

Table 15-4

Established Blog Consultants

Who They Are

Where You Can Find Them

La Shawn Barber

http://thelanguageartist.com

Jim Turner

http://onebyonemedia.com

Debbie Weil

http://debbieweil.com

Kevin Palmer

http://socialmediaanswers.com

Hiring a Professional
With the growing popularity of WordPress, you and I are treated to an everexpanding market of WordPress consultants, developers, and designers. This
situation is an extremely good thing, because the competition keeps them
sharp and gives us a wide variety of choices. This section provides information on how to find, hire, and communicate with professionals who make
WordPress magic happen.

Finding professionals
Search engines are the most obvious tools to use to look for blog designers,
developers, and consultants. By entering the applicable keywords in the
search engines, you can find professionals who provide the services you
seek. I suggest using keywords like these:
✓ Blog consultant
✓ Blog designer
✓ WordPress designer
✓ WordPress developer
✓ Custom WordPress themes
Aside from search engines, here are some other places you can find blog
professionals:
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New Music Nation is an up-and-coming music review site owned and operated by Dave Powers, the former producer of MTV2’s “Subterranean,” “120
Minutes,” “Hip Hop’s Toughest Rhymes,” and “Playlistism,” to name just a
few accomplishments of this music blogger. Dave really did his research
before starting New Music Nation.
I was fortunate to have the opportunity to work with Dave on rebuilding his
static HTML site from the ground up with the use of WordPress. He came to
me with his idea to add a fairly intensive category navigation system throughout his site. New Music Nation has roughly 1,800 categories (and growing),
which was a challenging problem when it came to creating a workable navigation system for his readers.
What type of category navigation does the site provide for its visitors?
✓ A search of one particular category by month: This feature, which isn’t
a default feature of WordPress, required some custom PHP coding and
queries to the MySQL database. This navigation method isn’t recommended if you’re not a code monkey, but I highlight it here as an example of what is possible due to the extensive nature of WordPress.
✓ A search by keyword and category: The search feature is part of the
basic WordPress installation and is available in most WordPress templates. New Music Nation’s search feature adds a twist, however: You
can type a keyword and then choose a category from a drop-down menu
to search for that keyword within posts in a particular category. This
search capability is necessary because the site has approximately 1,800
categories. Dave pared down his choices and decided that he wanted
only a few select parent categories to appear in the drop-down menu to
let readers search within 5 or 6 of the 1,800 categories.
✓ A subcategory search: The big challenge was creating an alphabetical
navigation system to let readers browse Dave’s 1,800 categories. His
structure is something like this:
- Parent category
- - roughly 850 subcategories
You can view, for example, the Artists directory. Artists is a parent category, with 850-plus subcategories that single out specific artists. We
created a subcategory navigation system to let readers navigate the artists in alphabetical order, by their first names. Click the letter A to find
artists whose names start with that letter, and so on.
In terms of content, you don’t see the typical chronological listing of posts
on this site. Instead, you see Dave’s most recent posts in each of his parent
categories: Reviews, College Radio Buzz, Top 20 Albums Standing, and News
Notes. Other features include
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✓ E-mail subscriptions: Visitors can enter their e-mail addresses to receive
e-mail notifications regarding site updates and new posts to the blog.
✓ Contributors: If you’re interested in blogging about college radio, for
example, you can sign up to contribute to the site. Find the handy registration form in the College Radio Buzz category.
Overall, New Music Nation is definitely not an out-of-the-box WordPress blog
from a guy who is not so out of the box himself.

AlexKing.org
http://alexking.org
You may recognize the name of this site. After all, it’s one of the links in your
blog’s default blogroll when you first install WordPress. Alex King is one of the
original developers of WordPress. Though he is not involved in WordPress
development any longer, he remains an invaluable asset to the overall community through his ongoing plugin development and consulting practice.
I had the opportunity to interview Alex about his recent site design.
Something he said during our interview struck me as being one of the best
testimonials to the extensibility of WordPress:
I enjoy bending WordPress to my will — not the other way around.
And bending, he does. Contorting is more like it. His front page is actually
not a blog at all, but a portal that leverages all the content he has available
throughout his site without making it look cluttered. Alex includes these features in his front page:
✓ A clean, clearly marked navigational menu to the various hot spots on
his site.
✓ Helpful information about and links to the projects featured on the site.
Alex is a busy consultant and developer, and he makes great use of this
space to spotlight his projects.
✓ Links, with excerpts, to the most recent posts Alex has made to his
News category via the RSS category feed.
✓ A column that starts with some pertinent information about Alex himself, including his mug shot.
✓ The most recent post he made to his blog.
✓ A search feature to help readers find what they’re looking for (and to
give some space to advertisers).
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What is noticeably absent from this WordPress-powered site is a chronological listing of blog posts on the front page. The portal works extremely well,
considering the vast amount of information and content that Alex has up for
public consumption on his site. You can find the traditional blog layout, however, by clicking the Blog link in the navigation menu at the top.

Mosaic Consulting, Inc.
http://mosaic-consulting.com/
Mosaic Consulting is a small legal IT consulting company whose work spans
the globe. Mosaic chose WordPress as a CMS because of the software’s flexibility and extensibility.
The company doesn’t run a blog on its site. Instead, it offers an unlimited
number of static pages on the site — pages that someone created without
ever having to touch a piece of the underlying code in the theme. The site
also uses WordPress categories and subcategories in a nice dynamic navigation menu that takes visitors through the various sections of the site.
Mosaic Consulting is not an Internet-based company; neither does it do business in the virtual world. The company works with Fortune 500 corporations
and their internal legal teams to help them form solutions to their everyday legal IT problems. It does use the power of the Internet combined with
WordPress, however, to provide an interactive online brochure of sorts.

CSS Collection
http://csscollection.com
CSS Collection is a showcase site powered by WordPress. The purpose of the
site is to showcase what people can do with Cascading Style Sheets when
building Web sites and blogs.
Here are some of the site’s features:
✓ Thumbnails: The front page includes thumbnail images of sites that
make the cut. Click a thumbnail, and you go to the Web site that is being
showcased in that entry. The thumbnailing is accomplished through the
image handler in WordPress, along with some custom coding done with
the Custom Fields tool.
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✓ Interactive ratings: Click any Web site’s title, and you go to a single page
where you can comment on the entry, saying why you think that site is
really great — or not so great. Through the use of a plugin called Rate
My Stuff (http://deadcantrant.com/projects/rate/), the folks
at CSS Collection let readers rate each site with a star-rating system.
CSS Collection also makes good use of the typical blog layout and functions
that you are used to seeing with WordPress, but the blog is not the primary
part of the site. Rather, the site keeps a news section active with announcements and updates, using the old-fashioned blog layout that we’ve come to
expect with WordPress. Here are two ways they accomplish this:
✓ RSS feeds: CSS Collection pulls a few of the most recent news updates
onto its front page to make it easy for visitors to stay up to date with the
newest information posted in the news section.
✓ Categories: Through the WordPress category system, CSS Collection
categorizes the selected sites in a logical, organized fashion, giving you
an easy way to navigate the sites reviewed in the CSS showcase.

b5media
http://b5media.com
If you’re new to blogs and the blogosphere, you may not know about
b5media, but I feel confident that you will soon. Eventually, everyone runs
into b5media. b5media is the largest blog network on the Internet today,
with more than 350 blogs in its network. The people behind the madness
are always more than happy to brag about the fact that their network is run
entirely with WordPress.
When I started digging around at the company’s site, I assumed that b5media
was taking full advantage of the technologies provided with the WordPress
MU (Multi-User) software. They were quick to correct me. “We are not using
WordPress MU at all,” they said, “although in many ways, we have duplicated
what MU does by using different technologies and scripting techniques that
we’ve developed throughout the process.”
RSS is a huge portion of the strategy in place at b5media, which has built a
network of niche blogs, including various channels that work with several
topics of interest. Although individual blogs are really the target audience at
b5, each channel also serves as a “place of discovery,” with something for
everyone.
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The front page of b5media showcases these channels through RSS feed technology and WordPress’s built-in Magpie technology. Every time you load the
b5media front page, you’re treated to a random channel listing with different
posts listed there, brought in by the channel feed.
b5media does have a blog on its site, but the blog isn’t up front and center.
b5 didn’t want the blog to be the site’s focus; the company wanted to deemphasize the blog and spotlight individual b5 blogs and channels instead.
You can find the b5media blog by clicking the Our Blog link in the site’s top
navigation menu. Snippets of blog content are also pulled into the front page
under the b5 Headlines header.
All the blogs that make up the b5media empire are connected through a blogroll. Each site has the b5media blogroll displayed prominently, making it easy
for visitors to navigate from one b5 blog to the next. Who needs the rest of
the Internet when you have b5? I’m sure that the b5 folks would say the same.

Hot Air
http://hotair.com
Hot Air burst onto the scene in 2006 as the first independently owned, conservative Internet broadcast network, featuring an original daily video newscast. Yes, we’re talking politics here. Hot Air was founded by famous media
personality Michelle Malkin.
The Hot Air motto is “Exposing new viewers to the revolutionary world of videoblogging, animation, and Internet broadcasting.” All this is brought to you
through the WordPress blogging platform, which is the site’s CMS of choice.
The designer who helped bring Hot Air to life is Peter Flaschner from The
Blog Studio (http://theblogstudio.com). During the course of writing
this book, I interviewed Peter about the WordPress technologies hard at
work at Hot Air and what techniques he used to make it such a striking example of thinking out of the box when it comes to blog development.
Regarding the use of WordPress, Peter had this to say: “WordPress was
the chosen platform for this project because of its proven ability for it to
withstand a lot of traffic and protection from malicious attacks from their
detractors. The owners of the site are all familiar with the use of WordPress,
through other projects they’ve been involved with prior to the launch of Hot
Air, so that made the choice an easy one.”
The videos are created with a Sony HVR-A1U Digital HDV Handycam and
edited with Avid Xpress DV and Adobe After Effects. To get those videos
into the blog, Hot Air uses the WP-FLV plugin, created by Roel Meurders,
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at http://roel.meurders.nl/wordpress-plugins/wp-flv-videoplayer-plugin/. The Hot Air folks insert the Adobe Flash videos directly
and seamlessly into the blog posts. The nice design treatment that Peter gave
the video display pulls together an extremely dynamic-looking video blog.
As far as the overall format of the blog goes, it doesn’t feature the typical
chronological blog postings, one after the other. Instead, visitors are treated
to video hits that encompass the entire sensory package: information, music,
voice commentary, and images.

MommyCast
http://mommycast.com
MommyCast lives in the genre of mommy blogs — blogs owned and maintained by mothers. But MommyCast takes that concept quite a bit further
through its radio program. MommyCast.com is a unique online audio company by and for women who are immersed in the fullness of motherhood
and life; the site’s motto is “Holding the world together, one child at a time.”
MommyCast offers interviews with people on topics that encompass all
things having to do with motherhood.
I had the chance to speak with Joelle Reeder of Moxie Design Studios
(http://moxiedesignstudios.com), the design brain behind the
MommyCast brand. Joelle had this to say about the decision to use
WordPress as the CMS for the project: “The MommyCast show has sponsors
who use WordPress, so it was a natural choice for them to go in the same
direction. The people behind the project also have used WordPress in the
past and were very familiar with the platform.”
The people at MommyCast record each radio show and then make it available for download on the site. You can listen to a show straight off the site or
download the audio file and listen to the show later.
Through the creative use of WordPress’s Custom Fields feature, Joelle lets
the MommyCast women insert a cute, eye-catching “Listen Now!” graphic into
every post. The post authors don’t have to edit any code or even be aware of
the underlying code that makes everything happen.
Joelle also implemented a really neat way to bring some visual vitality to
each post through image thumbnailing, combined with Custom Fields, that
lets them insert small images into each post that calls attention not only to
the post but to the post topic. These Custom Fields are called Call Outs and
they draw the eye in and make you pay attention.
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Jane Wilson-Marquis
http://janewilsonmarquis.com/
The Jane Wilson-Marquis Web site is one of two sites in this chapter that
are powered completely by WordPress, yet you don’t find a blog on the site.
That’s right — no blog. That’s why the site is a perfect fit for this chapter as a
showcase of what WordPress is capable of doing beyond the blog!
Jane is a couture bridal- and evening-gown designer, and her site is an extension of her design studio in New York City. The site includes several photos
of her dresses and fashion shows in which her work has been exhibited.
The site relies heavily on the following WordPress features:
✓ Category structure
✓ Category page templates
✓ PHP code that allowed several different sidebar templates into different
sections of the site
✓ Static page templates
✓ WP PageNavi, a plugin (http://lesterchan.net/wordpress/
readme/wp-pagenavi.html) that is used for the gallery pages to let
readers navigate the dress designs easily
The site has been showcased in several design seminars and conferences,
and people usually are very surprised to find that WordPress is the system
behind the site. Their first question is usually “Well, where’s the blog?” The
simple answer: “There is no blog.”

Weblogs at Harvard Law School
http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/
For this particular entry, I feel that I need to be collegiate and academic, and
get into the Ivy League state of mind. This site is at Harvard, after all, and
these folks are smart. But I figure that if Reese Witherspoon could do it in
Legally Blonde, I certainly can hold my own with these Harvard types in this
chapter.
Weblogs at Harvard Law School uses the WordPress MU software as a multiuser solution for the large network of law blogs within the community. The
application is set up to let anyone with a harvard.edu, radcliffe.edu, or
hbs.edu e-mail address host a blog on Weblogs.

www.it-ebooks.info

Chapter 16: Ten WordPress Web Sites Used As a CMS
I include this site in this chapter to show what you can do with the
WordPress MU software solution, as well as the type of network you can
manage and maintain with it. On the front page of the site, you can sign up
for your own blog. Signing up automatically creates a blog with the domain
http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/your-user-name.
Weblogs at Harvard Law School also makes fine use of RSS technology in two
sections of the site:
✓ Updates: This section lists all the blogs in the system, listed by order
of update, so you find the most recently updated blogs at the top of the
list. This feature is very useful if you’re a fan of the community and want
to keep updated.
✓ Digest: This section tracks daily happenings in all Harvard Law blogs.
You can subscribe to the RSS feed for the Harvard Law Blogs Digest to
be notified any time a Harvard Law blog updates.
The entire site and its portal are pretty simple, without a whole lot of magic
going on. The straightforward interface gives visitors the information they
need. The Harvard Law network takes full advantage of the free themes that
WordPress designers release throughout the Web, giving members myriad
looks to choose among and making Weblogs a network of unique blogs.

E.Webscapes Design Studio
http://ewebscapes.com
I have to issue a disclaimer for this listing: I’ve owned and operated this site
since 1998. I include it in this chapter not so much to self-promote (although
that is a bonus!) but as a way to illustrate some great things that you can do
with just one installation of the WordPress software. I often refer people to
my site when I explain how WordPress not only powers a great blog, but also
is the foundation of a fully functional business Web site.
E.Webscapes has several sections:
✓ The front page: This page contains an introductory message to visitors,
some examples of my work, links to news and updates, and the latest
article headlines from my Design Blog in the right sidebar. Along the
bottom, you find information about book purchases; you also can search
the site, find client testimonials and links to my services and terms, and
input your e-mail address to subscribe to updates.
✓ The Design Blog: I update this blog regularly with information about the
design projects that my designers and I have completed for our clients.
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✓ FAQ: This page lists frequently asked questions, along with their
answers, to help clients and potential clients make informed decisions
about my services.
✓ Folio: This section is the design portfolio that spotlights all the projects
that my designers and I have done in the past.
As you can see in navigating the site, all the pages, posts, and categories display a little differently, depending on the purpose of each page. This site was
created with a single installation of WordPress; the format and layout were
accomplished through the creation of a custom theme.
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Unless your blog theme has a specialized stylesheet for printing, posts and
pages print rather messily. WP Print strips most of the style from your theme
design (images and formatting, for example) and outputs a clean print of your
article with black text on a white background.
You can configure these options:
✓ Print Text Link for Post: This option configures the text of the link you
want to show on your blog posts to prompt your visitors to print your
article. (The default setting is Print This Post.)
✓ Print Text Link for Page: This option configures the text of the link you
want to show on your blog pages to prompt your visitors to print your
page. (The default setting is Print This Page.)
✓ Print Icon: Choose between two icons: print.gif and printer_fam
fam fam.gif. The icon you choose appears on your site.
✓ Print Text Style Link: This drop-down menu presents settings for
displaying the print link on your site:
• Print Icon with Text Link
• Print Icon Only
• Text Link Only
• Custom (lets you design your own text link)
✓ Print Comments?: Choose Yes to print comments on your blog post
or page.
✓ Print Links?: Choose Yes to print links that appear in your blog post
or page.
✓ Print Images?: Choose Yes to print images that appear in your blog post
or page.
✓ Disclaimer/Copyright Text?: Type your desired copyright and/or disclaimer statement in the text box. This text appears on the printed copy
of your blog post or page.
WP Print doesn’t automatically appear on your blog; you need to add a small
snippet of code to your blog template in the area where you want the print
link to appear. That small snippet of code is this:
<?php if(function_exists(‘wp_print’)) { print_link(); } ?>
Place the code within The Loop. (See Chapter 12 for information about
The Loop.)
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WordPress Mobile Edition
Developer: Alex King
http://alexking.org/projects/wordpress
Another great plugin from the talented Alex King is WordPress Mobile
Edition, which provides a custom display of your blog for a mobile device.
Mobile browsers are detected automatically; no configuration is needed.
As mobile Web browsing becomes more and more popular, you want to make
sure that your site renders decently in your readers’ mobile browsers. This
plugin will do it for you. It’s fast, it’s easy, and it does the job.

WP-DB-Backup
Developers: filosofo, skippy, Firas, LaughingLizard, MtDewVirus, Podz, and
Ringmaster
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wp-db-backup/
Throughout this book, I often remind you to back up your files. In my work
outside this book, I’m always encouraging my friends and clients to back up.
WP-DB-Backup is a plugin that provides a very easy method of creating a
backup of your MySQL database. Remember, the database stores all the
important data for your blog: your posts, pages, links, categories, comments,
trackbacks, and settings.
If something happens to your database, and you don’t have a backup, you’ll
be starting over from page one. Do yourself a huge favor: Make regular backups of your database by using this plugin. You wouldn’t need to use one of
those backup files to restore your blog very often, but when you do need to,
a backup can make the difference between a good day and jumping off a cliff!
You can choose to have the backup file sent to an e-mail address of your
choosing, downloaded to your computer, or stored on your Web sever in a
backup folder inside your wp-content folder.
You can also schedule regular hourly, daily, or weekly backups and have
those backup files emailed to you.
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WP-DB-Backup is a great way to have some peace of mind. If something catastrophic happens to your Web server, you have a backup of all your blog
content sitting safely on your own computer.

WP Ajax Edit Comments
Developer: Ronald Huereca
http://raproject.com/wordpress/wp-ajax-edit-comments/
Using the WP Ajax Edit Comments plugin is a way for you to do a huge favor
for the readers of your site, because this plugin lets readers edit their own
comments on your blog. I don’t know about you, but I have days when I could
be considered the queen of typos and grammatical errors, and when I’ve
made such an error in a comment on someone’s blog, I’ve wished that I could
log in to his WordPress Administration panel to edit my comment. Those of
you who have this plugin installed on your blogs, please accept my gratitude!
This plugin doesn’t require your readers to log in to your WordPress
Administration panel to edit their comments; they can do it right on the
Comments page of your blog. On the Options page, you can set the amount
of time you let your readers edit their comments (for example, within 30
minutes of leaving the comment). The developer provides full instructions,
including video guides, on the plugin’s home page.

cformsII
Developer: Oliver Seidel
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/cforms
cformsII lets you create forms within your pages and posts. You can even
have multiple forms on one page. You can use forms to provide a variety of
features on your site:
✓ Contact forms: A visitor fills out a contact form with her name, e-mail
address, and message. When the visitor clicks the Submit button, the
message gets e-mailed to you.
✓ Questionnaires: A form with a number of questions for site visitors to
answer. The questions are posed by the site owner, followed by text
boxes to allow the visitor to answer those questions. When the visitor
clicks the Submit button, the site owner receives the questionnaire and
the answers in an e-mail.
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✓ User submissions: Readers can send images, audio, or video files to you
via e-mail.
✓ Sales order forms: I use this form on my Web site (http://eweb
scapes.com/order). This sales order form asks clients very specific
questions about their Web site designs. When they click the Submit
button, I receive their full orders in my e-mails.
When this plugin is activated, click the cformsII tab in the Administration
panel to load the Form Settings page. Within the cformsII options, you have
several ways to build and style your forms.
The plugin’s author has extensive documentation and a cformsII user forum
at http://deliciousdays.com/cforms-forum.

Google XML Sitemaps
Developer: Arne Brachhold
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemapgenerator
This plugin lets you create a Google-compliant site map of your entire blog.
Every single time you create a new post or page, the site map is updated and
submitted to several major search engines, including Google, Yahoo!, and
MSN. This plugin helps the search engines find and catalog new content from
your site, so your new content appears in the search engines faster than it
would if you didn’t have a site map.

WordPress.com Stats
Developer: Andy Skelton and Michael D. Adams
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/stats
With the rise in popularity of the hosted WordPress.com service came a huge
demand for the statistics that WordPress.com provides in its Dashboard
pages. Users of the self-hosted WordPress.org software drooled when they
saw the stats available to WordPress.com users, and the cry for a similar
stats plugin for WordPress.org went out across the blogosphere.
Andy Skelton answered that call with the release of the WordPress.com Stats
plugin for WordPress.org users. This plugin, installed on your WordPress.org
blog, starts collecting all the important statistics that any blogger would want
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to know about the activity on his blog, including the number of hits on the
site per hour, day, or month; the most popular posts; the sources of the traffic on the blog; and the links people click to leave the site.
The stats are provided for you on one easy-to-view page. This plugin doesn’t
count your own visits to your blog, so you can be assured that the counts are
accurate, not inflated by your own visits.
You need a WordPress.com API key for the stats plugin to work. (See Chapter
10 for information on how to obtain a WordPress.com API key.) To enter the
key, click the Plugins link in the Administration panel, click the WordPress.
com Stats subtab, and type the API key there.
After you’ve activated the plugin and inserted your WordPress.com API key,
click the Dashboard link in the Administration panel to see the Blog Stats
subtab. Click this subtab to view your stats.
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The Tarski theme designers make it very easy for you to personalize your blog
without being required to know a lick of HTML, CSS, or coding that is usually required to accomplish the changes necessary to personalize your blog
theme. It comes with a choice of header artwork for you to choose from; to
change the header artwork, you just select the artwork in the theme options
page. The options page for the Tarski theme also provides you with several
options you can select to further personalize the theme to suit your needs.
The theme’s Web site has comprehensive information on using the theme
and its features.

SandPress
Theme designer: Arpit Jacob
http://clazh.com/sandpress-free-wordpress-theme
The SandPress theme was the first-place winner of a recent WordPress theme
design competition held in June/July 2007 at http://sndbx.org. SandPress
provides you with a very clean, three-column layout. The theme designer
paid very special attention to the small details of the theme, such as fantastic icons that call colorful attention to various sections of your site (such as
comments, page navigation, RSS feeds, and so on).

xMark
Theme designer: Lisa Sabin-Wilson
http://blogdesignsolutions.com
The highlights of this theme are the following:
✓ It’s a fully fluid three-column theme. (Fluid means that it expands and
contracts to fill your browser page, no matter what size your browser is.)
✓ It displays blog content on the left and two widget-ready sidebars on the
right.
✓ Its admin options menu lets you choose various settings for your theme.
✓ The theme supports several popular WordPress plugins. The integration
is seamless, meaning that if you have the plugins installed in WordPress,
they’ll work automatically; if you don’t have them installed, you won’t
even notice the functionality.
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After you activate the xMark theme, click the xMark tab in the Administration
panel to find a few options that you can set for your blog. These options let
you make significant choices for displaying certain features on your blog
without having to tinker with the actual code inside the template.
Another important feature is that the theme is optimized for search engines,
which gives you an edge in having the popular search engines find and list
your site.

Stargaze
Theme designer: Joni Ang
http://taintedsong.com/2008/02/20/stargaze-wordpress-theme
By the designer’s own admission, this particular theme is a bit more “girly”
than most. Most free WordPress themes do seem to have a distinct lack of
femininity, so I thought I would present a female-oriented one here.
Stargaze is a beautiful two-column theme that is widget ready (meaning that
you can use WordPress widgets with this theme without having to do any
special adjustments to the theme). The color scheme is a nice combination of
blue, yellow, and pink, with a variety of nicely placed icons and design
elements drawing attention to specific areas of your content.

Revolution Two Themes
Theme designer: Brian Gardner
http://revolutiontwo.com
Brian Gardner is a talented, respected designer of WordPress themes, and has
several free themes available within his Revolution Two pack of themes (see
Figure 18-2). Currently, he has 13 themes available for free download from his
Web site. The themes vary in structure and design and cover everything from
personal to professional blogs, and video and photo gallery formats.
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Redoable
Theme designer: Dean J. Robinson
http://deanjrobinson.com/wordpress/redoable
Redoable is the only dark theme that made my list of top tens. The light-texton-a-dark-background type of theme has gained popularity among designers
and theme fans across the blogosphere, but it can make your blog difficult for
some visitors to read. I include this theme because of the popularity of this
type of look. Aside from readability issues, Redoable is a beautiful theme with
a lot of detailed treatment, built on the popular K2 theme.
Redoable has a two-column layout, and its sidebar is widget ready. It supports multiple popular WordPress plugins. (See the theme’s Web page for
details.) This theme also gives detailed treatment to many design classes, letting you create a unique blog site.

Una
Theme designer: Dino Latoga
http://dinolatoga.com/2008/07/04/una-wordpress-theme/
Una (shown in Figure 18-3) is a very clean, two-column WordPress theme
with a very nice and clean color scheme of tan, brown, and white. Una is
widget compatible, so you can begin using WordPress widgets as soon as you
activate this theme on your blog.
This theme displays your static page navigation menu at the top of the site,
underneath your site title, for easy reader navigation through pages. Una also
has a unique front page layout that displays the full text of your most recent
post and then displays the last three posts you made prior to that with an
excerpt of the post, accompanied by a thumbnail image that helps bring
attention by directing your eye to that section of the front page.
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Appendix: Migrating Your Existing Blog to WordPress
Table A-2 gives you a few tips on creating the export data for your blog in a
few major blogging platforms. Note: This table assumes that you are logged
in to your blog software.

Table A-2

Backing Up Your Blog Data on Major Platforms

Blogging Platform

Backup Information

Movable Type

Click the Import/Export button in the menu of your Movable
Type Administration panel; then click the Export Entries From
link. When the page stops loading, save it on your computer
as a .txt file.

TypePad

Click the name of the blog you want to export; then click the
Import/Export link in the Overview menu. Click the Export
link at the bottom of the Import/Export page. When the page
stops loading, save it on your computer as a .txt file.

Blogspot

Back up your template by copying the text of your template
to a text editor such as Notepad. Then save it on your computer as a .txt file.

LiveJournal

Browse to http://livejournal.com/export.
bml and enter your information; choose XML as the format.
Save this file on your computer.

WordPress

Click the Export link on the Tools menu in the Administration
panel; the Export page opens. Choose your options on the
Export page and then click the Download Export File button,
and save this file on your computer. (Chapter 17 lists ten
great WordPress plugins, including one that lets you back up
your entire database.)

RSS feed

Point your browser to the URL of the RSS feed you want to
import. Wait until it loads fully (you may need to set your feed
to display all posts). View the source code of the page, copy
and paste that source code into a .txt file, and save the
file on your computer.

Converting Templates
Every blogging program has a unique way of delivering content and data
to your blog. Template tags vary from program to program; no two are the
same, and each template file requires conversion if you want to use your template with your new WordPress blog. In such a case, two options are available to you:
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Importing from Blogspot/Blogger
I call it Blogspot; you call it Blogger — a rose by any other name would smell
as sweet. The blogging application owned by Google is referenced either way:
Blogspot or Blogger. In the end, we’re talking about the same application.
To begin the import process, first complete the steps in the “Moving Your
Blog” section, earlier in this chapter. Then follow these steps:
1. Click the Blogger link on the Import page.
The Import Blogger page loads and you see a message that says, Howdy!
This importer allows you to import posts and comments
from your Blogger account into your WordPress blog.
The message goes on to explain that you need a Google account, and
that you need to tell Google you’re authorizing your WordPress blog to
access your Blogger blog.
2. Click the Authorize button to tell WordPress to access your account.
A page from Google opens with a message that says your WordPress
blog is trying to access your Google account (see Figure A-3).
3. Enter the e-mail address and password you use for Google; then click
the Sign In button.
The Access Request page in your Google Account opens.
When you have successfully logged in, you receive a message from
Google stating that your blog at WordPress is requesting access to your
Blogger account so that it can post entries on your behalf.
4. Give your permission by clicking the Grant Access button on the
Access Request page.
If you have many posts and comments in your Blogger blog, the import
can take 30 minutes or more.
After the import script has performed its magic, you’re redirected to
your WordPress Administration panel, where the name of your Blogger
blog is listed.
5. To complete the import of the data from your Blogger blog, click the
Import button (below the Magic Button header).
The text on the button changes to Importing . . . while the import takes
place. When the import is complete, the text on the button changes to
Set Authors (no wonder it’s called the Magic Button!).
6. Click the Set Authors button to assign the authors to the posts.
The Blogger username appears on the left side of the page; a drop-down
menu on the right side of the page displays the WordPress login name.
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If you use Blogware, follow these steps to migrate your blog to WordPress:
1. Create an XML file in your Blogware administration interface.
Go to the Settings & Security tab in your Blogware Administration panel,
scroll down to the bottom of the page, and click the Import/Export link
to generate an Export (XML) file.
2. Save the XML file on your computer as a .txt file (for example,
import.txt).
3. Go to the Import page in your WordPress Administration panel.
To get to the Import page, follow Steps 1 and 2 in the “Moving Your
Blog” section, earlier in this chapter.
4. Click the Blogware link.
The Import Blogware page opens. From this page, you can extract the
XML file that you saved in Step 2 into your WordPress blog.
5. Click the Browse button.
A window opens, displaying a list of files.
6. Double-click the .txt file that you saved in Step 2.
7. Click the Upload and Import button.
Sit back and let the import script do its magic. When the script is done,
it reloads the page with a confirmation message that the process is
complete.

Importing from DotClear
At this writing, WordPress.com doesn’t provide an import option for
DotClear–powered blogs. If you’re importing a DotClear blog to a WordPress.
org blog, follow Steps 1 and 2 in the “Moving Your Blog” section, earlier in
this chapter, to go to the Import page. Click the DotClear link, and a page
appears that asks for several items of information about your blog (see
Figure A-4).
Enter the requested information, including the database user, password,
database name, host, table prefix, and originating character set. (If you’re not
sure where to find the information you need, contact your hosting service
provider or DotClear.) Then click the Import Categories button.
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Appendix: Migrating Your Existing Blog to WordPress
After you export the XML file from LiveJournal, return to the Import page in
your WordPress Administration panel, and follow these steps:
1. Click the LiveJournal link.
The Import LiveJournal page opens, from which you can extract the XML
file into your WordPress blog.
2. Click the Browse button.
A window opens, listing files on your computer.
3. Double-click the name of the XML file you saved earlier.
4. Click the Upload and Import button.
When the import script finishes, it reloads the page with a confirmation
message that the process is complete. Then WordPress runs the import
script and brings over all your posts from your LiveJournal blog.

Importing from Movable Type
and TypePad
Movable Type and TypePad were created by the same company, Six Apart.
These two blogging platforms run on essentially the same code base, so the
import/export procedure is basically the same for both. Refer to Table A-2,
earlier in this chapter, for details on how to run the export process in both
Movable Type and TypePad. This import script moves all your blog posts,
comments, and trackbacks to your WordPress blog.
Go to the Import page in your WordPress Administration panel by following
Steps 1 and 2 in the “Moving Your Blog” section, earlier in this chapter. Then
follow these steps:
1. Click the Movable Type and TypePad link.
You see instructions for importing the data you exported from your
Movable Type or TypePad blog.
2. Click the Browse button.
A window opens, listing your files.
3. Double-click the name of the export file you saved from your Movable
Type or TypePad blog.
4. Click the Upload File and Import button.
Sit back and let the import script do its magic. When it’s done, it reloads
the page with a confirmation message that the process is complete.
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Author, 73, 136
Authors & Users page (WordPress.com),
73–74
Auto Renew (domain name), 101
autodiscovery, of RSS feeds, 28, 177
Automattic
Akismet, 29, 189–190, 215
gravatars, 145
Web site, 331
autosave feature, 57, 181
avatar
default, 144
defined, 145
gravatars, 145
inserting, 52–53
uses of, 51–52
WordPress.com, 78–79
WordPress.org, 144–146

•B•
b2, 15, 230
b5media, 343–344
background color, changing, 288–290
backup
content, 23–24
before moving blog, 366–367
theme files, 23–24, 283
WP-DB-Backup, 353–354
bandwidth, 105
Barber, La Shawn, blog consultant, 330
Before a Comment Appears setting
WordPress.com, 77
WordPress.org, 143
b5media, 343–344
Bhavesh, R., WP Remix theme, 243
binary transfer mode, 111
blockquote, 56, 180
blog comments (WordPress), 24–26.
See also trackback(s)
blog comments (WordPress.com)
Before a Comment Appears, 77
Comment Blacklist, 78
Comment Moderation, 77–78
de-spamming, 218
managing, 63
Recent Comments, 41–42
setting discussion options, 76–79
spam management, 80
viewing, 79–80
blog comments (WordPress.org)
allowing, 183

Before a Comment Appears, 143
Comment Blacklist, 143
Comment Moderation, 143
managing, 186–188
moderating, 189–190
Recent Comments, 124
viewing, 79–80
blog professionals
consultants, 327, 329–330
contacting, 334–335
contracts with, 335
cost of, 327
designers, 327–328
developers, 327, 329
finding, 330–331
hiring, 330–335
industry standards for, 332–333
services of, 326, 327
types of, 325–327
virtual résumés of, 333–334
The Blog Studio, 328, 344
blog-designing industry, 332–333
Blogger, moving blog from, 366, 370–371
bloginfo(); tag, 255–256
Bloglines RSS feed reader, 27
blogroll. See also link lists
adding new links, 69–71
creating, 68–69
defined, 68, 275
link categories, 69, 165
template tag for, 274–278
blog(s)
about WordPress, 14
adding to Web site, 304–306
inviting users, 73–74
link to, 304–306
managing comment spam, 80
network of, 19–20
organizing by subject, 66–68
planning, 29–30
privacy options, 85–86
setting discussion options, 76–79
setting up front page, 83–84
static pages, 81–82
structure of, 250–253
technologies, 23–29
uses, 21–23
viewing comments, 79–80
Blogs About Hosting, 104
Blogspot
moving blog from, 366, 367, 370–371
trackback functionality, 28–29
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Blogware, moving blog from, 366, 371–372
body
as standard blog area, 251
template tag for, 255, 265–266, 288–290
bold text, 56, 180
bookmark, 274–278, 351
Boolean parameters, 271
Brachhold, Arne, Google XML Sitemaps
plugin, 355
branding, 326
Brian Gardner Media, 328
browsers, 49, 333
b2, 15, 230
&bull, 258
bulleted list, 274
business blogger, 22

•C•
Cagle, Daryl, blogger, 22
calendar
start day of week, 137
template tags, 272
Call Outs, 345
calling in templates
defined, 250
Footer, 263–264
Header, 259–260
Sidebar, 263
Campbell, Dougal, blog developer, 329
captiontag, 200
Cascading Style Sheets. See CSS
Categories page, 154
categories (WordPress)
archive list, 25
creating templates for, 310–311
description, 159
descriptive names, 318, 321–322
finding ID number for, 312
names of, 222–223
number of, 24
pulling in content from, 311–312
search by, 340
search engine optimization, 321–322
tags versus, 164
categories (WordPress.com)
creating, 66–68
filing posts in, 68
link, 69
list of, 66–68
selecting, 63

categories (WordPress.org)
changing name of, 160–162
creating, 162–163
default, 160
deleting, 164
filing posts in, 183
for links, 165–166
list of, 159–160
category children, 160, 322
category parents, 160, 164
Category RSS feed, 178
category slug, 163
cformsII plugin, 354–355
Chan, Lester, WP Print plugin 349–351
character encoding, 84, 139
character entity, 257–258
child category, 160, 322
citizen journalism blogger, 22
class selector (CSS), 285
&clubs, 258
CMS. See Content Management System
code bloat, 332
color(s)
Administration panel, 49, 152
background, 288–290
font, 293, 294
hex codes for, 288–289
Comment Blacklist
WordPress.com, 78
WordPress.org, 143
Comment Moderation
WordPress.com, 77–78
WordPress.org, 143
comment spam
blacklist for, 78
dealing with, 29
managing with Akismet, 80–81, 189–190,
215–218
comments. See blog comments
Comments RSS feed, 178
Comments Template, 145–146, 264, 281–282
connecting templates, 250
consultants, 327, 329–330
contact forms, 354
contact info
WordPress.com, 50
WordPress.org, 153
content, blog, 23, 320–321
Content Management System (CMS)
AlexKing.org, 341–342
b5media, 343–344
CSS Collection, 342–343
defined, 297
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Content Management System (CMS) (continued)
E.Webscapes Design Studio, 347–348
Hot Air, 344–345
Jane Wilson-Marquis, 346
MommyCast, 345
Mosaic Consulting, Inc., 342
New Music Nation, 339–341
resources for developing WordPress sites,
323–324
Weblogs at Harvard Law School, 346–347
contracts with professionals, 335
Contributor, 73, 135
cookies, 36, 120
Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), 136
cPanel, 108–109
creating
blogroll, 68–69
categories, 66–68, 162–163
category templates, 310–311
front page, 298–304
.htaccess file, 175–176
Main Index template, 266–270
sidebar templates, 314–315
static pages, 81–82, 300
templates, 247
themes, 247, 266–270
cross-browser rendering, 333
CSS (Cascading Style Sheets)
basic knowledge of, 248
browser rendering, 333
changing background color, 288–290
classes and IDs, 285–286
CSS Collection, 342–343
Custom CSS upgrade, 94
font styles, colors, and sizes, 293–294
header image, 290–293
properties and values, 286–287
resources, 295
selectors, 200, 284–285
tweaking themes with, 284–287
CSS Collection, 342–343
CSS selectors, 200, 284–285
CSS-based design, 332, 333
Custom CSS upgrade, 94
custom fields
Codex resources for, 323–324
MommyCast, 345
WordPress.org, 183
Customize Header page, 157
Customize Permalink Structure page, 149–
150, 172–174
customizing WordPress
adding blog to site, 304–306
blog professionals, 325–335

<body> tag, 288–290
changing background color, 288–290
content from a single category, 311–314
creating theme, 266–270
CSS, 284–287, 295
font styles, colors, and sizes, 293–294
Footer template, 263–264
front page, 200–205
header image, 290–293
Header template, 254–259
Main Index template, 259–262
post category templates, 310–311
search engine optimization, 317–323
sidebar templates, 263, 314–315
static page templates, 306–309
sticky posts, 316–317
structure of blogs, 250–253
tag parameters, 270–272
with template tags, 265–266, 281–282
theme basics, 248–250
Cutline theme, 358–359

•D•
Dashboard (WordPress.com)
Incoming Links, 42
QuickPress, 43
Recent Comments, 41–42
Recent Drafts, 43
Right Now, 39–41
Stats, 43–44
What’s Hot, 42
Your Stuff, 42
Dashboard (WordPress.org)
arrangement, 130–132
description, 121–122
Incoming Links, 124–125
Other WordPress News, 129–130
Plugins, 125
QuickPress, 127
Recent Comments, 124
Recent Drafts, 127
Right Now, 122–123
WordPress Development Blog, 128–129
database host, 114
date setting, 47, 136
Dave’s CSS Guide, 295
Default Article Settings
WordPress.com, 76
WordPress.org, 140–141
default category, 160
default themes, 13, 14, 248–249, 251–252. See
also Kubrick

www.it-ebooks.info

Index
deleting
comments, 80, 187
plugins, 212, 228–229
widgets, 91
Del.icio.us, 210
design packages, 328
Design tab, 88
designers, blog, 327–328
de-spamming comments, 218
developers, 327, 329
&diams, 258
Digg, 210
Discussion Settings page
WordPress.com, 76–79
WordPress.org, 140–146
disk space
managing, 104–105
upgrading, 94
.doc files, 62
DOCTYPE, 254–255
domain name (WordPress.com), 95–96
domain name (WordPress.org)
Blog Address, 134–135
cost of, 101
establishing, 99–102
extensions, 100
ownership of, 100
registering, 101–102, 104
domain registrars, 101, 102, 104
DotClear, moving blog from, 366, 372
downloading
free themes, 237–238
plugin files, 218–220
Subscribe to Comments, 223–224
themes, 237–238
WordPress software, 108
draft posts, 65, 122
DreamHost, 104

•E•
Eastaugh, Ben, Tarski theme, 359
Edit Links page, 155
Edit Pages page, 155
Edit Plugins page, 157
Edit Posts page, 154
editing
categories, 161–162
comments, 80, 188
image, 57, 181
link, 57, 171
plugin files, 212

post, 186
templates, 267
Editor, 73, 136
Editor link, 249–250
else statement (The Loop), 261–262
e-mail address
changing, 34
in settings configuration, 34, 46, 114, 135
E-Mail Me Whenever setting
WordPress.com, 77
WordPress.org, 142–143
E.Webscapes Design Studio
About Us page, 309
as business site, 299
as Content Management System, 347–348
design services, 328
front page, 299
home page, 309
keywords, 318
layout, 308
Portfolio page, 310
excerpts
WordPress.com, 62
WordPress.org, 183
extensions, domain, 100

•F•
family link relationship, 72, 169
feed readers, 27–28
feedback. See blog comments
FeedDemon RSS feed reader, 28
file permissions, 112
File Transfer Protocol (FTP), 106–107, 111
FileZilla, 105, 107
filosofo, WP-DB-Backup plugin, 353
Firas, WP-DB-Backup plugin, 353
Flaschner, Peter, The Blog Studio, 344–345
Flash, 193
font families, 293, 294
font styles, colors, and sizes, 293–294
footer, as standard blog area, 251
Footer template, 249, 263–264
formatting text, 56–57, 180–181
Forsgren, Kristoffer, Video Embedder
plugin, 204
forums
communication via, 14
experts at, 331
WordPress.com, 54
WordPress.org, 102
404 template, 264
free templates, 368
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free themes
activating, 238–240
choosing, 252
Cutline, 358–359
description, 233–236
downloading, 237–238
finding, 233–236
Gridline Lite, 364
iTheme, 362
previewing, 236–237
Redoable, 363
Revolution Two, 361–362
SandPress, 360
Stargaze, 361
Tarski, 359–360
Una, 363–364
xMark, 360–361
friends, inviting, 74–75
friendship link relationship, 71, 169
front page (WordPress.com), 83–84
front page (WordPress.org)
Codex resources for, 323–324
creating, 298–304
setting up, 83–84
static page as, 300–302
tweaking layout, 302–304
FTP clients, 106–107, 111–112
FTP Explorer, 105
FTP (File Transfer Protocol), 106–107, 111
FTP IP address, 106
full-text view, 84

•H•
HaloScan, 28
Harvard Law School, Weblogs at, 346–347
<head> tag, 254
header, as standard blog area, 251
header image, 290–293
<header> tag, 259
Header template, 248, 254–259, 288
&hearts, 258
Heft, Ronald, Jr., Podcasting plugin, 206
Hello Dolly plugin, 215, 218
help
WordPress hosting, 101–102
WordPress.com, 54
hide option, 57, 181
hiring blog professionals, 330–335
Hop Studios, 328
hosted service. See WordPress.com
hosting service. See Web host
Hot Air, 344–345
.htaccess file, 175–176
HTML
changing tags, 200
connecting with CSS selectors, 285
embedding, 57, 181
knowledge of, 248
<html> tag, 254
Huereca, Ronald, Wp Ajax Edit Comments
plugin 354

•I•

•G•
Gardner, Brian, Revolution Two themes,
361, 362
General settings
WordPress.com, 45–46
WordPress.org, 133–137
geographical link relationship, 72, 169
gift, giving upgrades as, 94
GoDaddy, 101
Google, 318, 370–371
Google Blog Search, 42, 124
Google Reader, 28
Google search, for professionals, 334
Google XML Sitemaps plugin, 355
gravatars, 145
Greymatter, moving blog from, 366, 373–374
Gridline Lite theme, 364
&gt, 258

icons, 6–7
icontag, 200
ID number (categories), 312
ID selector (CSS), 285–286
identity link relationship, 71, 169
if statement (The Loop), 261
images (WordPress.com)
adding, 58–61
<ALT> tag, 318, 322–323
cropping, 52–53
file size for, 62
inserting, 57
personal picture, 51–53
images (WordPress.org)
advantage of, 193
aligning, 197–198
as background, 288
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header, 290–293
inserting, 194–203
maximum dimensions, 151
transfer mode for, 111
importing blog to WordPress
from Blogspot or Blogger, 370–371
from Blogware, 371–372
converting templates, 367–368
from DotClear, 372
from Greymatter, 373–374
from LiveJournal, 374–375
from Moveable Type and TypePad, 375–376
preparing for, 366–367
reasons for, 365–366
resources for, 377
from RSS feed, 377–378
steps for, 368–369
from Textpattern, 376
from WordPress, 376–377
Imthiaz, organizer plugin, 202
include statement, 314–315
Incoming Links setting
WordPress.com, 42
WordPress.org, 124–125
inline design styles, 332
inserting
audio files, 205
avatar, 52–53
images, 57, 181, 194–203
link, 57, 181
media files, 58–62
<more> tag, 57, 181
photo gallery, 198–203
video files, 203–204
Install Plugins page, 157
installing
common error messages, 117
plugins manually, 220–224
Subscribe to Comments plugin, 219
WordPress, 12
WordPress.org, 107–117
integer parameters, 271
Interface Language, 49
Internet Explorer, 312, 333
Introduction to RSS page, 26
inviting users (WordPress.com), 74–75
italic text, 56, 180
item content, 128–129
itemtag, 200
iTheme theme (Nick La), 362
iThemes theme (Cory Miller), 244

•J•
Jacob, Arpit, SandPress theme, 360
Jane Wilson-Marquis Web site, 346
Jaquith, Mark
as professional developer, 329
Subscribe to Comments plugin,
220, 221–222, 224, 225, 351
journalism blogger, 22

•K•
K2 theme, 363
keyboard shortcuts, 49, 152
keywords
All in One SEO Pak, 352
category titles as, 321–322
in content, 320–321
to find blog professionals, 330
in post or page title, 319–320
search by, 340
for search engine optimization, 318–319
King, Alex
AlexKing.org, 341–342
as professional developer, 329
ShareThis, 351
WordPress Mobile Edition, 353
K2 theme, 363
Kubrick
bloginfo(); values in, 255–256, 258, 259
as default theme, 13, 14, 252
footer, 263
The Loop in, 260
optional templates in, 264–265
sidebar, 263
templates available, 250

•L•
La, Nick, iTheme theme, 362
Laine, Martin, Audio Player plugin, 206
landing page, 298. See also static page(s)
language
Interface Language, 49
Language option, 35, 46
Language option, 35, 46
&laquo, 258
Latoga, Dino, Una Theme, 363
Laughing Squid, 104
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LaughingLizard, WP-DB-Backup plugin, 353
Layman, Brian, blog developer, 329
Legal Flotsam, 34
link categories
blogroll, 69, 165
Link Categories page, 165–171
Link Categories page, 155, 165–171
link lists. See also blogroll
adding new links, 165–170
organizing, 165–166
uses of, 165
link relationships, 70, 71–72, 169
link(s). See also permalinks
adding, 69–71, 165–170
to Administration panel, 36–38
to blog, 304–306
categories for, 165–166
editing, 171
Incoming, 42, 124–125
organizing, 165–166
Settings, 133
spam, 235–236
update times, 151
WordPress.org, 155
XFN, 72
list categories template tag, 279–281
list pages template tag, 272–274
LiveJournal, moving blog from, 366, 367,
374–375
logging in
WordPress.com, 36
WordPress.org, 115, 119–121
The Loop, 259–261, 265
lost password, 120
&lt, 258

•M•
Macs, theme for, 362
mailing lists, 14
Main Index template
creating, 266–270
in default theme, 248
description, 259–260
display of called items, 264
Footer called into, 264
Header called into, 259
The Loop, 259–261
Sidebar called into, 263
malicious code, 236
Malkin, Michelle, Hot Air Web site, 344

Manage Media page, 207–208
Manage Plugins page, 157, 211–212
Manage Themes page, 156
media, old versus new, 22–23
media blogger, 22
media files (WordPress.com)
image, video, and audio files versus, 62
inserting, 58–62
media files (WordPress.org)
audio, 205
images, 194–203
organizing, 206–208
uploading, 154–155
video, 203–204
Media Library, 154, 206–208
Media Settings page (WordPress.org),
146–148
Membership option (WordPress.org), 135
menu bar (WordPress.com), 36–38
metadata, 274
Meurders, Roel, WP-FLV plugin, 344–345
mezzoblue’s CSS Crib Sheet, 295
Microsoft PowerPoint presentation files, 62
Microsoft Word documents, 62
migrating blog. See importing blog to
WordPress
Miller, Cory, iThemes theme, 244
Mini-Slides, plugin, 202
Miscellaneous Settings page (WordPress.
org), 149–151
moderation queue, 187–190
mommy blogs, 345
MommyCast, 345
<more> tag, 56, 181
Mosaic Consulting, Inc., 342
Movable Type
licensing change, 1
moving blog from, 366, 367, 375–376
moving blog. See importing blog to
WordPress
Moxie Design Studios, 328, 345
Mozilla Firefox, 312, 333
MSNBC, 22
MtDewVirus, WP-DB-Backup plugin, 353
Mullenweg, Matt
on Akismet, 190, 215
Hello Dolly plugin, 218
origin of WordPress, 15
photo gallery options, 201
WordPress development, 230
on WordPress downloads, 14
my-hacks.php file support, 151
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MySQL database
backing up, 353–354
name for, 113
setting up, 107–110
MySQL technology, 23

•N•
name(s)
blog, 35, 45
categories, 318, 321–322
MySQL database, 113
personal, 50, 153
NamesDirect, 101
navigating (WordPress.com), 36–38
Netscape, 333
network of blogs. See WordPress MU
network ping, 28
Network Solutions, 101
New Music Nation, 339–341
news blogs, 22
NextGEN Gallery, 202
No Ads upgrade, 94

•O•
Ohrn, Nich, blog developer, 329
1 Bit Audio Player plugin, 206
open source environment, 230–231
OpenID, 86
Opera, 333
optimizing blog. See search engine
optimization
orderby, 200
ordered list, 56, 180
Organize My Uploads, 151
Organizer plugin, 202
Other Comment Settings
WordPress.com, 76–77
WordPress.org, 142
Other WordPress News (WordPress.org),
129–130

•P•
packages, design, 328
page. See also specific pages
post versus, 156
title, 318

WordPress.org, 155–156
Write Page page, 154
Page template, 264
Palmer, Kevin, blog consultant, 330
parameters, tag. See tag parameters
parent category, 160, 164
password
changing, 51, 153
creating, 34, 36
help with, 154
on installation, 114, 116
logging in, 120
password-protecting posts
WordPress.com, 63
WordPress.org, 183
.pdf files, 62
Pearson, Chris, Cutline theme, 242, 358–359
Pending Review option, 184
permalinks
with /blog page slug, 306
categories, 322
customizing, 149–150, 172–174, 318, 319
defined, 171
pretty, 172–173
with servers, 175–176
setting options, 149–150
permissions, file, 112
personal blogger, 22
personal profile
WordPress.com, 48–53
WordPress.org, 151–153
photo gallery, 198–203
photos, advantage of, 193
PHP function-style tag parameters, 271
PHP (PHP Hypertext Preprocessor), 23, 112,
253
physical link relationship, 72, 169
picture, personal, 48, 49, 51–53
pings, 141
planning blog, 29–30
platform(s)
choosing, 15–20
differences among, 17
for migration, 366
PHP-and-MySQL, 108
WordPress MU, 16
WordPress.com, 16
WordPress.org, 16
Plugin Directory, 125, 213, 221–222
Plugin Repository, 221
plugins, installing manually, 220–224
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plugin(s) (WordPress.org)
activating, 226–227
managing, 157
manual installation, 220–224
open source environment for, 230–231
removing code from, 228–229
setting options, 227
uninstalling, 228–229
plugin(s) (WordPress.org)
activating, 212
Akismet, 29, 80–81, 189–190, 215–218, 349
All in One SEO Pak, 352
audio, 206
cformsII, 354–355
custom, 329
deactivating, 212
description, 19–20
directory of, 125
extending capabilities with, 13
finding, 221
Google XML Sitemaps, 355
Hello Dolly, 218
installing, 218–221
Manage Plugins, 211–212
one-click upgrade notification, 212–214
photo gallery, 202
ShareThis, 351–352
Subscribe to Comments, 351
uploading, 225–226
video, 204
WordPress Mobile Edition, 353
WordPress.com Stats, 355–356
WP Ajax Edit Comments, 354
WP Print, 349–350
WP-DB-Backup, 353–354
plugin(s) (WordPress.org) downloading, 221
Podcasting plugin, 206
Podz WP-DB-Backup plugin, 353
Poll Daddy, 62
portal, front page as, 298
post archives template tag, 278–279
post (WordPress)
metadata, 274
page versus, 156
template tags for body, 265–266
titles for SEO, 319–320
post (WordPress.com)
categorizing, 66–68
draft, 65
inserting media files, 58–62
publishing, 63–66
refining options, 62–63
writing, 55–57

post (WordPress.org)
blog maintenance, 154
category list in, 160
composing, 179–181
draft, 122
extra options, 182–184
publishing, 184–185
template tags, 265–266
Power Line Blog, 22–23
Powers, Dave, New Music Nation 339–341
.ppt files, 62
premium themes
cost of, 234
free themes versus, 234, 240, 241
indicators of, 240–241
investigating, 241
iThemes, 244
Thesis, 242
WP Remix, 243
pretty permalinks, 172–173
previewing themes, 236–237
primary blog, 50
printing, plugin for, 349–350
privacy options (WordPress.org), 183
Privacy Settings page
WordPress.com, 35, 85–86
WordPress.org, 148–149
private users, 94
Problogger, 23
professional blogger, 23
professional help. See blog professionals
professional link relationship, 72, 169
profile. See personal profile
Prolovac, Vladimir, Smart YouTube plugin, 204
properties (CSS), 286–287
Proulx, Marcel, Random Image plugin, 202
public blog
allowing search engines for, 85, 148
choosing information shared on, 49
Publish Immediately option, 65
publishing history archive, 24, 25
publishing post
WordPress.com, 63–66
WordPress.org, 184–185

•Q•
<query_posts>, 311–314
query-string parameters
for bookmarks, 275–278
defined, 271
for get archives, 278–279
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importing blog to WordPress from, 367,
377–378
options for, 177–178
popular readers, 27
Weblogs at Harvard Law School, 347
RSS feed readers, 27
RSS import, 366
RSS (Really Simple Syndication), 26
RSS widget, 92–92
Rust, Roland, Mini-Slides plugin, 202

for list categories, 279–281
for list pages, 271–274
questionnaires, 354
Quick Edit, 80, 188
QuickPress
WordPress.com, 43
WordPress.org, 127

•R•
Rabe, Alex
Next GEN plugin, 202
wordTube plugin, 204
Random Image widget, 202
&raquo, 257, 258
RDF/RSS 1.0 feed, 177
Reading Settings page
WordPress.com, 83–84
WordPress.org, 139–140
readme files, 224
Really Simple Syndication (RSS), 26
Recent Comments
WordPress.com, 41–42
WordPress.org, 124
Recent Drafts
WordPress.com, 43
WordPress.org, 127
Redoable theme, 363
Reeder, Joelle, Moxie Design Studios, 345
Register.com, 101
Remember Me, option, 36, 120
removing widgets (WordPress.com), 91
Reply link, 80, 188
resetting password, 120
Revolution Two themes, 361–362
rewrite rules, 176
Right Now
WordPress.com, 39–41
WordPress.org, 122–123
Ringmaster, 353
Robinson, Dean J., Redoable theme, 363
romantic link relationship, 72, 169
root directory, 110, 111
Rowse, Darren, blogger, 23
RSS 0.92 feed, 177
RSS 2.0 feed, 177
RSS feed
backup of blog data, 367
b5media, 343–344
description, 26–28
for each category, 66
identifying, 178

•S•
Safari, 312, 333
safe mode, 112
safe themes, 235
sales order forms, 355
SandPress theme, 360
sans-serif fonts, 294
search engine optimization (SEO)
All in One SEO Pak, 352
<ALT> tag for images, 323
categories, 321–322
content, 320–321
extending, 318
goal of, 318
planting keywords, 318–319
post titles, 319–320
search engines
allowing/blocking, 85, 114, 148
finding professionals through, 330
permalink changes not found by, 174
personal information picked up by, 153
title bar, 256–257
updating blog, 22
Search Results template, 264
Seidel, Oliver, cformsII plugin, 354
self-hosting. See WordPress.org
serif fonts, 294
ServerBeach, 22
setting options (plugins), 227
setting options (WordPress.com)
date and time, 46–48
General, 45–46
personal profile, 48–53
setting options (WordPress.org)
Discussion, 140–146
General, 133–137
Miscellaneous, 149–151
Permalinks, 149–150
Privacy, 148–149
Reading, 139–140
Writing, 137–139
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Settings link (WordPress.org), 133
ShareThis plugin, 351–352
show option, 57, 181
sidebar
adding widgets, 89–91
category list, 160
as standard blog area, 251
template tags, 270–272
Sidebar template, 249, 263, 314–315
sidebar widgets
WordPress.com, 89–91
WordPress.org, 239
sign up page, 33–36
Single Post template, 264
site map, 355
size
file, disk space for, 105–106
font, 293–294
of image files, 62
of images, 151, 199
of thumbnails, 196
Skelton, Andy, WordPress.com Stats plugin,
355–356
skippy, WP-DB-Backup plugin, 353
Smart YouTube plugin, 204
SmartFTP, 106
social networking services, 210
space upgrades, 94
&spades, 258
spam. See also comment spam; trackback
spam
Akismet, 189–190
Akismet Spam page, 80–81, 216
dealing with, 29
discarding, 78
identifying, 80
links in unsafe themes, 236
managing, 80
marking comment as, 187
<span> tags, 201
spellchecker, 57, 181
SQL (Structured Query Language), 23
Stargaze theme, 361
static page(s)
Codex resources for, 323–324
creating, 81–82, 300
defining specific template for, 306–309
as front page, 299–302
list of, 272–274
use of, 298
stats plugin (WordPress.org), 210, 355–356
Stats (WordPress.com), 43–44

Status option, 64
Sternal-Johnson, Chris, Tarski theme, 359
sticky posts, 316–317
stop commands (PHP), 253
strikethrough, 56, 180
string parameters. See query-string
parameters
Structured Query Language (SQL), 23
style, font, 293–294
Stylesheet template, 248, 252
subcategories
search by, 340
WordPress.com, 66–68
WordPress.org, 160
subject, organizing blog by, 66–68
Subscribe to Comments plugin
about, 351
activating, 226–227
description, 221
downloading, 223–224
finding, 221–223
installing, 221
reading instructions, 224
setting options, 227
uploading, 225–226
Subscriber, 135
summary view, 84
support forums
communication via, 14
experts at, 331
WordPress.com, 54
WordPress.org, 102

•T•
table prefix, 114
table-based designs, 332, 333
Tag Converter, 164
tag parameters
default values, 275
PHP function-style, 271
query-string, 271–274, 275–278
variations of, 270–272
tagline, 46, 134, 258–259
tag(s). See also template tag(s)
categories treated like, 321–322
with PHP function-style parameters, 271
with query-string parameters, 271
without parameters, 271
WordPress.com, 63
WordPress.org, 164, 183
Tags page, 154
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Tarski, theme, 359–360
technologies, blog, 23–29
Technorati.com, 1, 210, 321
template tag(s)
bloginfo();, 255–256
for body of posts, 265–266
bookmarks, 274–278
calendar, 272
Codex resources for, 323–324
connecting, 250
description, 253
list categories, 279–281
list of static pages, 272–274
miscellaneous but useful, 281–282
post archives, 278–279
<query_posts>, 311–314
sidebars, 270–272
in templates, 248
typing, 267
wp_get_archives();, 278–279
wp_list_bookmarks();, 275–278
wp_list_categories();, 279–281
wp_list_pages();, 272–274
template(s)
for building themes, 251–252
Codex resources for, 323–324
connecting, 250
converting, to move blog, 367–368
creating, 247
in default Kubrick theme, 264–265
defined, 248
for each post category, 310–311
extending capabilities with, 13
Footer, 249, 263–264
free, 368
Header, 248, 254–259
Main Index, 248, 259–262, 266–270
parameters, 270–272
removing plugin code, 228–229
Sidebar, 249, 263, 314–315
for static pages, 306–309
text editors for, 267
in themes, 248–250
uploading, 307
text
aligning, 57, 180–181
formatting, 56–57
keywords in, 318
Text widget, 91–92
Textpattern, moving blog from, 366, 376

Theme Directory. See WordPress Theme
Directory
Theme Editor page, 157
theme(s)
activating, 238–240
backing up, 23
backing up files, 283
<body> tag, 288–290
changing background color, 288–290
choosing, 87–88, 252, 357–358
connecting templates, 250
content versus, 23
cost of, 234
creating, 247, 266–270
with CSS, 284–287
Cutline, 358–359
default, 13, 14, 248, 251–252
defined, 248
description, 233–236
downloading, 237–238
extending capabilities with, 13
finding, 233–236
finding CSS resources, 295
font styles, colors, and sizes, 293–294
free, 233–236
Gridline Lite, 364
header image, 290–293
investigating, 241
iTheme (La), 362
iThemes (Miller), 244
Kubrick, 252
main areas, 251–252
options, 87
premium, 234, 240–244
previewing, 236–237
Redoable, 363
Revolution Two themes, 361–362
SandPress theme, 360
Stargaze, 361
structure, 248–250
Tarski, 359–360
templates for building, 251–252
Thesis, 242
Una, 363–364
WP Remix, 243
xMark, 360–361
then statement (The Loop), 262
Thesis, theme, 242
third-party application, WordPress as, 102
thumbnail, 196
time setting, 46–48, 136–137
Timezone option, 46, 137
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title
blog, 35, 45, 114, 133–134, 258–259
category, 318, 321–322
keywords in, 319–320
page, 318
post, 318, 319–320
title bar, 256–257
<title> tag, 255–256
Toggle Full Screen Mode, 57, 181
Toggle spellchecker, 57, 181
tools (WordPress.org), 158
top-level domain extensions, 100
trackback spam
dealing with, 29
managing with Akismet, 215–218
trackback(s)
defined, 140–141
description, 28–29
managing, 187–188
moderating, 189–190
sending, 62
WordPress.org, 183
transferring files
ASCII transfer mode, 112
binary transfer mode, 111
File Transfer Protocol, 106–107
importing blog to WordPress, 365–377
trusted sites, 86
Turbo page, 158
Turner, Jim, blog consultant, 330
tweaking front page layout, 302–304
tweaking theme
backing up theme files, 283
<body> tag, 288–290
changing background color, 288–290
with CSS, 284–287
finding CSS resources, 295
font styles, colors, and sizes, 293–294
header image, 290–293
TypePad, moving blog from, 366, 367, 375–376

•U•
uberdose, 352
Una theme, 363–364
unapprove comments, 80
Uncategorized default category, 160
uninstalling plugins, 228–229
Unlimited Private Users upgrade, 94
unlink, 57, 181
unordered list, 56, 180, 274

unpublished posts, 184
unsafe themes, 235–236
Upgrade WordPress page, 158
upgrades
plugins, 212–214
WordPress.com, 93–95
Upload New Media page, 155
uploading
defined, 106
images, 58–60, 194–197
media files, 154–155
Organize My Uploads, 151
page templates, 307
path for, 151
photo gallery, 198–199
plugin files, 225–227
service path for, 151
Subscribe to Comments, plugin, 225–226
templates, 307
WordPress.org files, 108, 110–112
URL(s)
blog, 35, 50, 95, 134–135, 135
permalinks, 149–150, 171–176, 300
RSS feeds, 177–178
trusted sites, 86
user account (WordPress.com), 33–36
user submissions, 355
username, 34–36, 95–96, 114, 116
users
changing role of, 73–74
private, upgrading, 94
WordPress.com, 73–74
WordPress.org, 135–136
Users page, 158
UTC (Coordinated Universal Time), 136

•V•
valid code, 332, 358
values (CSS), 286–287
VanFossen, Lorelle, plugin resources, 231
Vidavee Labs, WP-Vidavee plugin, 204
Video Embedder plugin, 204
video files (WordPress.com), 61
video files (WordPress.org)
advantage of, 193
inserting, 203–204
viewing comments (WordPress.com), 79–80
Visibility options
WordPress.com, 65, 86
WordPress.org, 148
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Visual Editor
WordPress.com, 49, 56–57
WordPress.org, 152, 180–181

•W•
Web address. See domain name
Web host, 18, 102–106, 176
Web site
adding blog to, 304–306
of blog professionals, 333–334
creating front page, 298–304
XHTML validation, 332
Weblog Tools Collection, 231
Weblogs at Harvard Law School, 346–347
WeblogsInc.com, 22
WebReference.com, 26
WebsiteTips.com, CSS page, 295
Weil, Debbie, blog consultant, 330
Westciv, 295
What’s Hot (WordPress.com), 42
Wheeler, Mark, 1 Bit Audio Player plugin, 206
Widgets page, 157
widgets (WordPress.com)
adding, 89–91
removing, 91
RSS, 92–93
Text, 91–92
widgets (WordPress.org), 239
Wilson-Marquis, Jane, Web site, 346
word processing programs, 267
WordPress
benefits, 11–15
built-in RSS feeds, 28
choosing platform, 15–20
comparison of versions, 17
extending capabilities, 13, 14
features, 16
importing blogs to one another in, 366, 367,
376–377
installing, 12
motto of, 329
support forums, 14, 54, 102, 331
volume of users, 14
WordPress Codex
description, 54
resources in, 323–324, 377
tags and parameters, 272
user contributions to, 14, 377
WordPress community, 13–15
WordPress Development Blog (WordPress.
org), 128–129

WordPress Mobile Edition, 353
WordPress MU (Multi-User)
compared with other platforms, 17
features, 16
running blog network, 19–20
for Weblogs at Harvard Law School, 346–347
WordPress Planet, 129
WordPress Plugin Directory, 125, 213,
221–222
WordPress Plugin Repository, 221
WordPress Theme Directory, 234–236,
252, 331
WordPress.com
Add New Post page, 55–57
AddNew link, 55
blogrolls, 68–72
categorizing posts, 66–68
comment management, 75–81
compared with other platforms, 17
compatible platforms for migration, 366
Dashboard, 38–44
date and time, 46–48
description, 18
design options, 68
domain name, 95–96
features, 16
front page setup, 83–84
General Settings, 45–46
giving gift of, 94
help, 54
import feature, 369
inserting media files, 58–62
inviting friends, 74–75
limitations, 18
navigating, 36–38
online identity, 86
OpenID identity, 86
personal profile, 48–53
privacy options, 85–86
publishing post, 63–66
refining post options, 62–63
setting options, 45–54
static pages, 81–82
theme choice, 87–88
upgrades, 93–95
user account, 33–36
user management, 73–74
widgets, 89–93
writing posts, 55–57
WordPress.com Forums, 54
WordPress.com Stats plugin, 355–356
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WordPress.org. See also customizing
WordPress
Add New Link page, 155
Add New page, 154
Add New Page page, 155
blog maintenance, 154–158
categories, 159–164
Categories page, 154
comments and trackbacks, 186–188
compared with other platforms, 17
compatible platforms for migration, 366
as Content Management System, 297
Customize Header page, 157
Dashboard, 121–132
description, 18–19
Discussion Settings, 140–146
domain name, 99–102
Edit Links page, 155
Edit Pages page, 155
Edit Plugins page, 157
Edit Posts page, 154
features, 16
General Settings, 133–137
import feature, 369
Install Plugins page, 157
installing, 107–117
Link Categories page, 155
link lists, 165–170
logging in, 119–121
Manage Plugins page, 157
Manage Themes page, 156
Media Library page, 154
Media Settings, 146–148
Miscellaneous Settings, 149–151
permalinks, 149–150, 171–176
personal profile, 151–153
post options, 182–184
Privacy Settings, 148–149
publishing posts, 184–185
Reading Settings, 139–140
RSS options, 177–178
settings, 133–151
stats plugin, 355–356
Tags page, 154
Theme Editor page, 157
transferring files, 106–107
Turbo page, 158
Upgrade WordPress page, 158
Upload New Media page, 155

Users page, 158
Web host, 102–106
Widgets page, 157
writing posts, 179–181
Writing Settings page, 137–139
WordPress.org Forums, 102
wordTube plugin, 204
World Wide Web Consortium (W3C),
332, 358
WP Ajax Edit Comments plugin, 354
WP Plugin Database, 221
WP Print plugin, 349–350
WP Remix plugin, 243
WP-DB-Backup plugin, 353–354
WP-FLV plugin, 344–345
wp_get_archives();, 278–279
wp_list_bookmarks();, 275–278
wp_list_categories();, 279–281
wp_list_pages();, 272–274, 306
WP-Vidavee plugin, 204
writing post, 55–57
Writing Settings page (WordPress.org),
137–139
WS_FTP, 106
W3C (World Wide Web Consortium ),
332, 358
W3Schools’ CSS tutorial, 295

•X•
XFN (XHTML Friends Network) option
WordPress.com, 71, 72
WordPress.org, 168
XHTML validation, 332, 358
xMark, 360–361

•Y•
Your Profile and Personal Options page
WordPress.com, 48–53
WordPress.org, 151–153
Your Stuff (WordPress.com), 42
YouTube, 203, 204
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